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	Our Sincere Thanks


The Welsh Chess Union continues to be extremely grateful to:

· The Welsh Government for their continued encouragement and support through grant aid.

· “Chessmaze International” and “Wholesale Chess” for their sponsorship of chess in Wales.

· The large number of members, too numerous to mention individually, who support Welsh chess in a variety of ways.

· Mr Russell Dodington for his invaluable work proofreading this edition.

· All those who have written articles for this book.
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	CALENDAR 2016 – 2017


Please note:  while we hope this calendar is as accurate as possible, dates and venues may need to be changed due to unforeseen circumstances. Updated information will appear on the Welsh Chess Union Website

AUGUST 2016
 

	27th – 29th 
	Welsh Seniors Championship

South Wales Summer Congress
	Penarth Conservative Club

kevin.staveley@btinternet.com


 

SEPTEMBER 2016
 

	11th
	Welsh Blitz Autumn Championships
	Venue to be decided

	18th
	Welsh Junior Qualifying event
	Venue to be decided

	17th – 25th
	2nd Welsh Seniors All Play All
	kevin.staveley@btinternet.com

	25th
	National Youth Under 18/14 Team Championships
	 


 

OCTOBER 2016
 

	1st – 2nd
	East Glam and Gwent Junior Trials and Training
	St John’s School, St Mellon’s, Cardiff

	2nd
	WCPL Round 1
	 

	7th – 9th
	South Wales Autumn Congress
	Pencoed Miners Welfare Hall

kevin.staveley@btinternet.com

	 15th
	Junior Qualifying event

 

ECF U13 Team Championship Qualifier
	The Grange School, Monmouth

kevin.staveley@btinternet.com
Kevin Thomas

	22nd   
	WCPL Round 2
	 

	23rd – 29th
	3rd Welsh Seniors All Play All
	kevin.staveley@btinternet.com


 

NOVEMBER 2016
 

	5th 
	National Youth Under 16/12 Team Championships
	 

	12th
	Junior Qualifying event

Welsh Secondary Schools Championships
	Venue to be decided

kevin.staveley@btinternet.com

	12th – 13th
	East Glamorgan Closed Championships
	kevin.staveley@btinternet.com

	25th – 27th
	West Wales Congress
	Mercure Swansea Hotel

Les Philpin


 

DECEMBER 2016
 

	3rd 
	Welsh Rapidplay
	Venue to be decided

kevin.staveley@btinternet.com

	3rd – 4th
	Junior Quadrangular International
	Liverpool

	4th – 10th
	3rd Welsh Seniors All Play All
	

	11th
	WCPL Round 3
	 

	17th
	Welsh Junior Rapidplay
	Venue to be decided

kevin.staveley@btinternet.com


 

JANUARY 2017
 

	6th – 8th   
	South Wales New Year Congress
	Venue to be decided

kevin.staveley@btinternet.com

	22nd
	WCPL Round 4
	 

	29th
	Welsh Girls Champs
	Monmouth Girls School


 

FEBRUARY 2017
 

	4th – 5th
	Welsh Junior Championships

U14 / U12 / U10 / U8
	The Grange School, Monmouth

kevin.staveley@btinternet.com

	12th
	Cardiff and the Vale Junior Championships
	 

	24th – 26th
	Dyfed Congress
	Fishguard Bay Hotel


 

MARCH 2017
 

	4th – 5th
	Welsh Junior Championships

U16 / U13 / U11 / U9
	St John’s College, St Mellon’s, Cardiff

kevin.staveley@btinternet.com

	12th
	WCPL Round 5
	Venue to be decided


 

APRIL 2017
 

	1st
	Welsh Primary Schools Championships
	kevin.staveley@btinternet.com

	2nd    
	WCPL Round 6
	Venue to be decided

	14th – 17th
	Welsh Championships
	Radisson Park Inn Hotel, Cardiff North,

Llanedeyrn

kevin.staveley@btinternet.com


 

MAY 2017
 

	6th
	South Wales Megafinal

U7, U8, U9
	St John’s College, St Mellon’s Cardiff

	7th
	South Wales Megafinal

U10 – U18
	St John’s College, St Mellon’s Cardiff

	12th – 14th
	Rhyl Congress
	

	21st 
	WCPL Round 7
	 


 

JUNE 2017
 

	3rd – 4th
	Welsh Junior International Match
	The Grange School, Monmouth

	30th – 2ndJuly
	North Wales Congress
	Venue Cymru, Llandudno


 

JULY 2017
 

	8th – 14th
	South Wales International Open
	Radisson Park Inn Hotel, Cardiff North,

Llanedeyrn

kevin.staveley@btinternet.com

	24th – 26th
	Glorney Gilbert Junior International
	 

	
	British Championships

Venue Cymru, Llandudno
	


	WELSH CHESS UNION OFFICIALS


PRESIDENT
Bill Harle, 4, Ovington Terrace, Cardiff CF5 1GF     Tel 029 2034 0631. 

Email: President@welshchessunion.org.uk
VICE PRESIDENT
Vacant

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Adrian Davies, (01792) 232877
email : Executivedirector@welshchessunion.org.uk
DEPUTY EXECUTIVE

Audrey Yong


Email:  deputyhead@welshchessunion.org.uk


FINANCE DIRECTOR
Paul Scott, 47, Darren View, Crickhowell, Powys, NP8 1DS
Tel:  (01873) 811442


Email:  financedirector@welshhessunion.org.uk

HOME DIRECTOR
Kevin Staveley, 57, Treharne Sreet, Cwmparc, Rhondda, CF42 6LH. Tel: (01443) 772750


Email: Homedirector@welshchessunion.org.uk
DIRECTOR OF 

DEVELOPMENT 
Vacant
INTERNATIONAL 
Peter Bevan,  

DIRECTOR
Email: internationaldirector@welshchessunion.org.uk
JUNIOR DIRECTOR
Ian Eustis, Ty Ni, Tirbach Farm Drive, Rhos, Pontardawe, Swansea SA8 3EG. Tel 01792 862115

email : Juniordirector@welshchessunion.org.uk
DIRECTOR


Olivia Smith,

WOMEN’S CHESS

email: womensdirector@welshchessunion.org.uk

DIRECTOR


Richard Stevenson, Kingsmark House
PUBLICITY


Kingsmark Lane, Chepstow, NP16 5LZ

Tel: 01291 629640

INTERNATIONAL AND
Robert Taylor, 116, Duckpool Road, Newport. 
NATIONAL RATING 
Tel 01633 243583.   

OFFICER
email: GradingOfficer@welshchessunion.org.uk 

JUNIOR RAPIDPLAY
John Thornton, 83, St David’s Way, Caerphilly

GRADING OFFICER
CF83 1EZ         Tel: (029) 2086 4563

CHAIRMAN 
Howard Williams, Swn-y-Nant, Glanarberth,

OF SELECTORS

chairmanselectors@welshchessunion.org.uk

FIDE DELEGATE

Bill Harle, 4, Ovington Terrace 

Cardiff CF5 1GF     Tel 029 2034 0631 

Email: President@welshchessunion.org.uk
CHIEF ARBITER
Peter Purland, 11, Warwick Drive, Wallasey, Cheshire.CH45 7PJ. Tel 0151 639 1797     email Chiefarbiter@welshchessunion.org.uk

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY
Paul Scott, 47, Darren View, Crickhowell, Powys, NP8 1DS
Tel:  (01873) 811442

WCU WEBMASTER
Andrew Trickey, 
	July 28th – August 6th

British Championships, 

Venue Cymru, Llandudno
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	DYFED CHESS ASSOCIATION

Web-sites: 
http://www.dyfed-chess.org

http:/www.iolochess.org.uk (grading and league)


PRESIDENT 
Rudy van Kemenade, Yr Hen Ysgol, Aberhosan, Machynlleth, Powys 

SY20 8RA rvkster@gmail.com 


CHAIRMAN  
Paul Orton, Bryn Teifi, Bangor Teifi, Llandysul, Ceredigion SA44 5BE. (01559) 362686  me@paulorton.com
LEAGUE ORGANISER AND GRADING OFFICER

Iolo Jones, Dolnant, Pontgarreg, Llandysul, Ceredigion SA44 6AR 

(01239) 654324  
iolojones@iolojones.plus.com
SECRETARY
Howard Williams, Sŵn y Nant, Glanarberth, Llechryd, Aberteifi, Ceredigion, SA43 2QQ (01239) 682182    howard.swnynant@btinternet.com
TREASURER
Tony Haigh, Brithdir Mawr, Newport, Pembs, SA42 0QJ  (07811) 852829 

tony@brithdirmawr.co.uk
MATCH CAPTAIN
Rudy van Kemenade

JUNIOR ORGANISER
Paul Orton

PUBLICITY OFFICER
Colin Denham (07581 026585), haverfordwest.chess.club@gmail.com
WEB SITE CONTROLLER
Paul Orton

REPRESENTATIVES ON WCU BODIES

Management Board: Howard Williams;  Home: Colin Denham;  Junior: Paul Orton; Selection and International: Iolo Jones;  Media: Colin Denham;  Zonal Vice-President: Rudy van Kemenade (all contact details as above). 

Others: contact Howard Williams

Chess Clubs

	Aberystwyth

	Venue:
	St David’s Club, East St

	Match Night:
	Tuesday 7:15pm.

	Secretary:
	Anthony Geraghty, Lluest, Trefenter, Aberystwyth, SY23 4HG.            

Tel: (01974) 272507 
Website: http://aberchess.blogspot.com 




	Cardigan

	Venue:
	The Bowling Club, Cardigan

	Match Night:
	Thursday 7.15 / 7.30 pm

	Secretary:
	Iolo Jones, Dolnant, Pontgarreg, Llandysul, Ceredigion 

SA44 6AR 

Tel:   (01239 654324)   iolojones@iolojones.plus.com




	Carmarthen

	Venue:

Match Night:
	The Drovers Arms, Lammas St, Carmarthen

Thursdays 3pm – 6pm and occasional evening

	Secretary:
	Contact Paul Orton, Bryn Teifi, Bangor Teifi, Llandysul,

Ceredigion SA44 5BE 

Tel:   (01559 362686)   me@paulorton.com




	Gwyddbwyll.com

	Venue:
	 Emlyn Cafe, Tan-y-groes

	Secretary:
	 Emyr Llywelyn, Tŷ’r Ardd, Ffostrasol, Llandysul,

 Ceredigion, SA44 4SY 

 Tel:   (01239 851555) fanernewydd@btinternet.com




	Haverfordwest

	

	Venue:
	De Clare Court, Merlins Bridge

	Match Night
	Friday 7.30 pm

	Secretary:
	Colin Denham
Tel: (07581 026585) haverfordwest.chess.club@gmail.com
Web site:  http://haverfordwestchessclub.co.uk


	EAST GLAMORGAN CHESS ASSOCIATION


CHAIRMAN

Anthony Baker, The Hill, Tair Croes, Ewenny,




Bridgend, CF35 5AG.   
anthonybaker@gmx.co.uk
VICE CHAIRMAN
Bill Harle, 4, Ovington Terrace Cardiff CF5 1GF




(029) 2034 0631    
bill_harle@hotmail.com
SECRETARY

Peter Slater, 35, Lon Yr Ysgol, Bedwas, CF83 8PE




(07816) 047613     
peter.slater@ipo.gov.uk
TREASURER

Martin Ricketts, 133, Pontypridd Rd, Barry, CF62 7LW

(01446) 733302

martin.ricketts1@btinternet.com
RULES DIRECTOR       Kevin Staveley, 57, Treharne St, Cwmparc,

             Rhondda, CF42 6LH. (01443) 772750



             kevin.staveley@btinternet.com
RATING OFFICER
Peter Heaven, 8, Hawfinch Close, Cardiff, CF23 7HL




(07569) 001940

peteheaven@hotmail.co.uk

AUDITOR

Dai James, Lansbury, Gwilym St, Rhydyfelin, Pontypridd,




CF37 5HT.   

(07941) 437969 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR  Phil Jones, 1, Falconwood Drive, St. Fagan’s, Cardiff,



CF5 4SE. (029) 2059 4666 
philjones04@hotmail.com
Delegates to the Welsh Chess Union

Management Board

John Thornton

(029) 2086 4563

Home Committee

Dai James

(07941) 437969

Selection Committee

Stuart Hutchings
(029) 2074 7833

International Committee

Stuart Hutchings
(029) 2074 7833

Ladies Committee

Audrey Yong

Junior Committee

Kam Choo Yin

achooyin@toucamsurf.com
Publicity Committee

Vacant

Vice President to WCU

Beryl Hughes

(029) 2048 9019

Match Captain


Peter Slater

As above

Chess Clubs

	Barry

	Venue:
	Barry West End Club, St Nicholas Rd, Barry, CF62 6QY 

	Match Night:
	Monday        barrychessclub.yolasite.com

	Secretary:
	Phil Jones, 1, Falconwood Drive, St Fagan’s, Cardiff,

CF5 4SE

Tel: (029) 2059 4666     philjones04@hotmail.com 




	Bridgend

	Venue:
	Aberkenfig Function Room, Manchester House, 74, Bridgend Rd, Bridgend, CF32 9AP 

	Match Night:
	Monday

	Secretary:
	Ken Wardle, 7, Foxfields, Bridgend, CF31 2JL

(01656) 661179       (07546) 946513




	Caerphilly

	Venue:
	Twyn Community Centre, Caerphilly

	Match Night:
	Monday

	Secretary:
	Martin K Jones   (029) 2086 1875   martinjones8@sky.com 




	Cardiff

	Venue:
	YMCA, The Walk, Cardiff 

	Match Night:
	Tuesday and Wednesday

	Secretary:
	Michael Arribas-Ayllon, 40, Brunswick St, Canton, Cardiff, 

CF5 1LH

Tel:  (07947) 538413   ayllon@cf.ac.uk 

Web site:  cardiffchessclub.co.uk 




	Nelson

	Venue:
	Community Council Chambers, 39, Commercial St, Nelson

	Match Night:
	Thursday 

	Secretary:
	Brenda Miles, 113, Shingrig Rd, Nelson, Treharris, CF46 6DU

Tel:   (01443) 453435     brendamiles113@gmail.com 




	North Cardiff

	Venue:
	Whitchurch Rugby Sports and Social Club, 

Samuels Crescent, Velindre Rd, Cardiff, CF14 2TH   

	Match Night:
	Tuesday

	Secretary:
	Peter Slater, 35, Lon Yr Ysgol, Bedwas, Caerphilly,

CF83 8PE.    (07816) 047613

peter.slater@ipo.gov.uk




	Penarth

	Venue:
	The Conservative Club, Stanwell Rd, Penarth

	Match Night:
	Monday

	Secretary:
	Jui Lutchman Singh, (07881) 936831      jlutchmansingh@gmail.com 




	Pentyrch

	Venue:
	King’s Arms, Church Rd, Pentyrch

	Match Night:
	Monday

	Secretary:
	Viv Martin, 109, Maes-y-Sarn, Pentyrch, Cardiff, 

CF15 9QR 

Tel: (029) 2089 1402   vivsomartin@googlemail.com 




	Pontypridd

	Venue:
	Rhydyfelin RFC, 1, Lionel Tce, Rhydyfelin, Pontypridd, 

CF37 5HR 

	Match Night:
	Monday

	Secretary:
	Roger Jenkins, 3, Maes Ceffyl, Cwmgwrach, Neath, SA11 5PJ

Tel:  (07961) 679243   baththedogs@me.com 




	Rhondda

	Venue:
	White Dragon Pub, 144, Bute St, Treorchy

	Match Night:
	Tuesday

	Secretary:
	Edwin Allen, 18, Brynhyfryd St, Blaenclydach, Tonypandy,

CF40 2DZ

(07413) 513432     edwin1952@live.co.uk  




	St Johns College

	Venue:
	College Green, Old St Mellons, Newport Rd, Cardiff, 

CF3 5YX 

	Match Night:
	Monday

	Secretary:
	Dr S Wyn Howells, address as College

(029) 2036 2656   e-mail: stephen_howells@sky.com 


	ADVERT 

CAXTON PRESS




	GWENT CHESS ASSOCIATION

Web site: Gwent Chess Association Home Page

http://www.gwentchess.org.uk


PRESIDENT                 

Stan Owen, 9 Gelli Rhwy Road, Garndiffaith, 

                                      

Pontypool. NP4 7SH.  Tel 01495 774276 

VICE-PRESIDENT       

Colin Jeffries, ‘April’, New Road, New Inn, 

Pontypool NP4 0PZ.  Tel 01495 764226

CHAIRMAN                 
Richard Miles, ‘Croydon House’, Hereford Road, Mardy, Abergavenny NP7 6HT.. 

                                       
Tel 01873 856410   email: rjmiles@fsmail.net
VICE-CHAIRMAN        

Ron Williams, 57 Trinity View, Caerleon, 

AND SECRETARY

Newport NP18 3SU. Tel 01633 422421              

email: ronwilliams84@hotmail.com
TREASURER                 
Jon Gilbert, 11 Campion Close, Henllys, 

Cwmbran NP4 6EJ. Tel 01633 874723                       

email: jgilbert3@sky.com  

LEAGUE                        

Ron Williams – as above 

CONTROLLER


 

GRADING OFFICER     
Robert Taylor, 116 Duckpool Road, Newport NP19 7EN   Tel 01633 243583  email: robertcymru@gmail.com
HON VICE PRESIDENT
Andy Owen, 18 Hatherleigh Road, Abergavenny NP7 7RG

TO WCU                                     Tel 01873 859509   email: andysowen@aol.com
MATCH CAPTAINS

Open                              
Andy Owen – as above
U1800                            

Zane Allford, 18 Old Blaenavon Road, 
Brynmawr NP23 4BP. Tel: 01495 311159                        

email: zzchess@gmail.com
U1600                            

Vacant

U1400                            

Roger Lockyer,   Tel 01633 252003 

JUNIOR ORGANISER   
Julie McIntosh 
email:  julesmcintosh@btinternet.com

PUBLICITY OFFICER   

Vacant

SUMMER EVENTS       

Vacant

ORGANISER 

WEBMASTER                            Zane Allford – as above

REPRESENTATIVES TO WELSH CHESS UNION

Management Board: 

Jon Gilbert - as above

Home Chess: 
Mark Adams, 8 Museum Court, Griffithstown, Torfaen NP4 5GZ. Tel 01495 758299  email: chess@mark-adams-home.com
Development: 
Richard Stevenson, Kingsmark House, Kingsmark Lane, Chepstow

                                                    NP16 5LZ.   Tel 01291 629640   

Selection: 


Richard Miles - as above

International: 


Richard Miles - as above
Media: 



Vacant

Ladies: 



Lynda Roberts. Tel 01454 778047 

email: lyn.dar@hotmail.co.uk

Chess Clubs

	Abergavenny

	Venue:
	The Swan Hotel, 33 Cross Street, Abergavenny NP7 5ER

	Match Night:

Secretary:
	Wednesday

Richard Miles, ‘Croydon House’, Hereford Road, Mardy,

Abergavenny NP7 6HT. Tel 01873 856410   

email: rjmiles@fsmail.net




	Cwmbran

	Venue:
	Pontrhydyrun Community Centre, Pontrhydyrun Road, Cwmbran NP44 1SB 

	Match Night:
	Tuesday 

	Secretary:
	Jon Gilbert, 11 Campion Close, Henllys, Cwmbran NP4 6EJ. Tel 01633 874723. email: jgilbert3@sky.com




	Malpas

	Venue:
	The Three Horseshoes, Pillmawr Road, Malpas, Newport NP20 6WG

	Match Night:
	Wednesday

	Secretary:
	Dave Williams, 66, Stockton Rd., Newport, NP19 7JE

Tel 01633 300316   email:  dave.jon.wil@hotmail.co.uk  




	Newport

	Venue:
	25 Skinner Street, Newport NP20 1HB 

	Match Night:
	Wednesday

	Secretary:
	Roger Lockyer,   Tel 01633 252003




	Pontypool

	Venue:
	Panteg House Sports and Social Club, Green Hill Road, 

Griffithstown, NP4 5BE 

	Match Night:
	Wednesday

	Secretary:
	Lyn Holland, 4 Llwyd Close, Pontnewynydd, Pontypool 

NP4 6SD. Tel 01495 759601  email: llewellyn_holland@btinternet.com




	ADVERT

CHESSMAZE INTERNATIONAL

From last year’s back page


	NORTH WALES CHESS CLUBS

	Bangor

	Secretary:
	John Shakespeare,     john_shak@yahoo.co.uk




	Buckley/Mold

	Venue:
	Mold Ex Servicemens Club, 77, Wrexham St, Mold, CH7 1HQ 

	Match Night:
	Wednesday 

	Secretary:
	Quentin Dodd  (01352) 753889




	Caernarfon

	Secretary:
	John Bowers  (01766) 514396




	Colwyn Bay

	Venue:
	Colwyn Sea Sports and Social Club, 95, Rhos Promenade, Rhos-on-Sea, LL28 4EE 

	Match Night:
	Tuesday 

	Secretary:
	Michael Whale  (01492) 544082




	Holywell

	Venue:
	Stamford Gate Hotel, Halkyn Rd, Holywell, CH8 8SZ

	Match Night:

Secretary:
	Monday

Stephen Williams    (01352) 714004

s.williams386@btinternet.com 




	Penyffordd

	Venue:
	Penyffordd Royal British Legion, Chester Rd, Penyffordd 

	Match Night:
	Wednesday

	Secretary:
	David Parker-Williams   (01978) 761153




	Rhyl and Prestatyn

	Venue:
	Prestatyn Constitutional Club, 15, Eden Ave, Prestatyn, 

LL19 9DL 

	Match Night:

Secretary:
	Tuesday

Neil Hughes   (01745) 853604  

hughes@neilhughes2.orangehome.co.uk




	Wrexham

	Venue:
	New Memorial Hall (off High St), Gresford, LL12 8PS

	Match Night:
	Tuesday 

	Secretary:
	Mike Hughes   (01978) 854676   mike.gm.hughes@btinternet.com 




North Wales Grading Officer
Dewi Jones, 07977 594707, email delynlocks@gmail.com
North Wales Junior Chess
Andrew Camp, 07795 280055, email arcamp1971@aol.com
	WEST WALES CHESS LEAGUE
Websites: http://wwcl.leaguerepublic.com
http://www.westwaleschess.com


	PRESIDENT
	Ralph Cook

66 Pennard Drive, Southgate, Swansea, SA3 2DN

Tel: 01792 233822; marjc@btinternet.com


	VICE PRESIDENTS
	G.R. Langlois;  D.D. Thomas; J.S. Porter;  R.J. Cook; K. J. James; M.J. Griffiths; A.D. Bennett: I. Eustis 



	CHAIRMAN
	Ian Eustis, Ti Ni, Tirbach Farm Drive, Rhôs, Swansea SA8 3EG   Tel: 01792 862115  ianrhos@hotmail.com


	SECRETARY AND WEBSITE
	Albert Easton, 67 Delffordd, Rhôs, Swansea SA8 3EJ.  Tel: 01792 863353 aieaston@hotmail.com


	TREASURER
	John Porter, 27 Twyni-Teg, Killay, Swansea, SA2 7NS  Tel: 01792 201466



	GRADING AND PUBLICITY
	Glyn Sinnett, 25 Heol-y-Felin, Seven Sisters, Neath,

SA10 9BH  Tel: 01639 700186 glynsnidum@aol.com


	WEST WALES CONGRESS
	Les Philpin, 59 Cecil Road, Gowerton, Swansea, SA4 3DF  Tel: 01792 418711  newsilure@hotmail.com 



	
	

	FIXTURES SECRETARY
	Jason Garcia, 79 Parc Brynmawr, Furnace, Llanelli,

SA15 4PG – Tel: 07792 015416   jasongarcia1000@yahoo.co.uk 



	JUNIOR CHESS ORGANISER
	Hywel Griffiths, 56 Pen-y-Bryn, Tonna, Neath SA11 3JS   Tel: 07985 923799  hywel862@aol.com  



	DIVISION 1 CONTROLLER AND KO CUP ORGANISER
	William Hewitt   Tel: 01554 834120  billhewitt937@btinternet.com 



	DIVISION 2 CONTROLLER, E J CLARKE AND LIGHTNING TOURNAMENT ORGANISER


	June Evans, 113 Belgrave Road, Loughor, Swansea,

SA4 6RE  Tel: 01792 523894  june.evans2@yahoo.co.uk


	A O JONES TOURNAMENT ORGANISER
	Janet Evans, 113 Belgrave Road, Loughor, Swansea,

SA4 6RE  Tel: 01792 523894 janetevans1958@yahoo.co.uk


	AUDITOR
	Malcolm  Jones, 36 Waun Penlan, Pontardawe, SA8 3BB   


Delegates to the Welsh Chess Union:

	Management Board
	Vacant
	

	Home Committee
	Ian Eustis
	Tel: 01792 862115

	Selection Committee
	Vacant
	

	International Committee
	Vacant
	

	Ladies Committee
	Vacant
	

	Junior Committee
	Hywel Griffiths
	Tel: 07985 923799

	Honorary Vice-President
	William Hewitt
	Tel: 01554 834120


Chess Clubs

	

	



	Briton Ferry / Nidum

	Venues:
	Brunel & Giants:  Briton Ferry Constitutional Club & Institute Ltd

Graig House, Graig Road, Briton Ferry  SA11 2YY

Nidum & Bluebell:  Bluebell Hotel, The Parade, Neath, SA11 1RA

	Match Nights:
	Nidum & Bluebell: Tuesday 7:30pm 

Brunel & Giants: Thursday 7:30pm.    

	Secretary:
	Glyn Sinnett:  25 Heol-y-Felin, Seven Sisters, Neath, SA10 9BH

Tel: 01639 700186  email: glynsnidum@aol.com




	Castell-Nedd

	Venue:
	Tonna Rugby Club, Mount Pleasant, Tonna, Neath, SA11 3HX 

	Match Night:
	Tuesday 7.15 pm

	Secretary:
	Hywel Griffiths:  56 Pen-y-Bryn, Tonna, Neath, SA11 3JS

Tel: 07985 923799  email: hywel862@aol.com




	De la Beche
	

	Venue:
	The Poppy Lounge, De la Beche Park, Parkview Terrace, 

Sketty, Swansea SA2 9AN

	Match Night:
	Thursday 7.30pm

	Secretary:
	Alan Rosser: 38, Gabalfa Road, Sketty, Swansea, SA2 8NF 

Tel: 01792 205007  email: arosser2005@yahoo.co.uk




	Morriston Coopers
	

	Venue:
	The Coopers Arms, Neath Road, Swansea, SA6 8JU

	Match Night:
	Monday 7.30pm

	Secretary:
	Les Philpin:  59 Cecil Road, Gowerton, Swansea SA4 3DF.

Tel: 01792 418711   email: newsilure@hotmail.com 




	Upper Killay
	

	Venue:
	Upper Killay Recreational Hall, Fairwood Lane, Upper Killay, Swansea,

SA2 7HP 

	Match Night:
	Wednesday 7.15pm

	Secretary:
	June  Evans: 113 Belgrave Road, Loughor, Swansea.  SA4  6RE

Tel: 01792 523894  email: june.evans2@yahoo.co.uk




	White Knights
	

	Venue:
	The Conservative Club, 2 Cowell Street, Llanelli, SA15 1UU 

	Match Nights:
	Wednesday 7.15pm  A & C teams

Tuesday 7.15pm  B & D teams

Thursday 7.15pm E team

	Secretary:
	Jason Garcia:  79 Parc Brynmawr, Furnace, Llanelli, SA15 4PG

Tel: 07792 015416

email: jasongarcia1000@yahoo.co.uk


	Tim Kett wins Geof Tyrrell Best Game Prize 2015

Howard Williams


In this the sixth year of the competition in memory of Geof, the judges, Stuart Hutchings, Dave James and Howard Williams, looked at 18 games (rather less than for 2013 and 2014) which met our basic criteria.  In short, these are wins or draws by Welsh players against foreign opposition rated both 2250 or over and 150 points or more above the Welsh player. The Welsh player lost in 71 other such games.  The 18 games consisted of five wins (down from eight last year) and 13 draws in three of which the rating gap was over 400 points. Particular mention should be made of David Jameson’s contribution of as many as four games to the list.

The drawn games as usual arose in a variety of ways. There were, for example, a number where our player bailed out while standing better, others where a Houdini act was necessary to save the half point,  and also more fluctuating struggles. The best two drawn games in our view were Richard Dineley’s long rearguard action against the Spanish IM Alberto Suarez Real in the 4NCL and Alex Bullen’s steady and mature defence against the Australian FM Yi Liu in the London Classic Open. 

Of the 5 decisive games, 2014 winner Charles Morris contributed a 20 move miniature with Black and John Thornton a resourceful effort from the European Club Cup but  the three which the panel particularly liked were one of David Jameson’s runners, against  IM Jack Rudd in the 4NCL, Charles’ other qualifying win, an excellent game on top board for Gwent in the European Club Cup against the Irish prodigy Conor O’Donnell, and Tim Kett’s victory against the English IM, John Cox, again in the 4NCL.  Both the first two could have been deserved winners but they were up against the most attractive game of the competition: Tim’s crushing kingside attack of the sort we all dream of delivering.  Tim played accurately throughout and exploited a couple of far from obvious slips by his opponent.  For this piece of violence the judges unanimously decided that the 2015 black dragon should go to Tim.         

We are already collecting games for the 2016 competition but there is no certainty that we will net all the qualifying games from published on-line sources – two of the games particularly mentioned above were not included in our initial trawl but were subsequently contributed by the players. There is also no need to wait until the year end before sending to me those that meet the basic rules; see above. Annotated games are as usual most welcome.

Geof Tyrrell Prize 2015

Short-listed Games

John Cox – Tim Kett

4NCL Division 1b Birmingham, 14.11.2015

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nf3 d5 4.Nc3 c6 5.e3 Nbd7 6.b3 Bd6 7.Be2 0–0 8.0–0 Qe7 9.Bb2 Re8 10.Qc2 dxc4 11.bxc4 11.Bxc4 inhibits  11...e5 because of 12.Ng5 Rf8 13.d5 and if 13...h6 14.dxc6. 11...e5 12.Rad1 e4 13.Nd2 Nf8 14.Rfe1 Ng6 15.g3 This creates a target; in spite of the imposing number of pieces aimed at White's kingside Black is not threatening very much, it seems. Fritz assesses as equal 15 c5 B moves 16 a4 (a human would have very good nerves to play that), 15 h3 or (much more to most humans’ taste) 15 f3 exf3 16 Bxf3 Nh4 17 e4. 15...h5! 16.f3 h4 17.Ndxe4 The wrong knight: after 17.Ncxe4 hxg3 18.hxg3 Bxg3 19.Nxg3 Qxe3+ 20.Kh1 Qh6+ 21.Kg1 Qe3+ Black apparently has nothing better than the perpetual. 17...hxg3 18.Bd3 Now after 18.hxg3 Bxg3! 19.Nxg3 Qxe3+ 20.Kh1 Qh6+ 21.Kg1 Qg5 Black has a winning attack. e.g. 22.Kf2 Qe3+ 23.Kg2 (23.Kf1 Bh3#) 23...Nf4+ 24.Kh1 Qf2 (Had White taken on e4 with the c3 knight, he could have met 21...Qg5 with Ndf1.) What follows is a rout. 18...Nh4 19.Qe2 gxh2+ 20.Kh1 Bh3 21.Nxd6 Qxd6 22.f4 Ng4 23.Ne4 Qh6 24.Rd2 f5 25.Ng5
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25...Bg2+ 26.Qxg2 Nxg2 27.Rxg2 Qh4 28.Ree2 Rxe3 29.Rxh2 Nxh2 30.Rxe3 Ng4+ 0–1
Jack Rudd - David Jameson

4NCL Division 1d Holiday Inn, Birmingham Airport, 29.03.2015

1.d4 d5 2.c4 c6 3.Nf3 Nf6 4.Nc3 e6 5.Bg5 h6 6.Bh4 The Botvinnik System against the Semi-Slav leading to very difficult positions for both sides.  Black doesn't have to accept the challenge and can head back towards QGD Orthodox Defence positions but the early ...c6 has closed off a number of options. 6...dxc4 7.e4 b5 8.e5 g5 9.Nxg5 hxg5 10.Bxg5 Nbd7 11.exf6 Bb7 12.g3 Bb4 Unusual, leading to positions where Black's compensation for the pawn is not obvious, though White's position will far from play itself. 12,,,c5 is the sharpest move here. 13.Bg2 Qa5 14.Qc2 Nb6 15.0–0 Bxc3 16.bxc3 Na4 17.Rac1 0–0–0 18.Rfe1 c5 19.Bxb7+ Kxb7 20.Be3
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20...Nxc3!? Unfortunately this neat trick doesn't solve Black's problems: his king remains seriously exposed; were queens to be exchanged his big queenside pawn majority would be decisive but White does not have to oblige. 21.dxc5 Nd5 22.a4 Nxe3 23.Rxe3 a6 24.axb5 axb5 25.Qb2 Not the best: White should stop ...Rd2 either with 25. Re2 or, perhaps better, 25. Rb1 (threatening Qxc4) and only then 26. Re2. 25...Rd2 26.Qe5 Rd5 27.Qe4 Kc6 28.Qg4 Not a good idea.... 28...Qd8 ...because the doubtless intended Qg7 allows Black to force off queens with ...Qg8. 29.Ra1 White should hasten to repin the rook (and keep his f pawn for the moment) with Qf3 29...Qxf6 30.Ra6+ Kxc5 Black has now succeeded in absorbing both White's f and c pawns without losing his king in the process - no mean feat in the circumstances. 31.Qe2 Rhd8 31...Qd4 is best when White can only prevent ...Qd1 swapping queens with passive moves. 32.Qa2 Rd1+ 33.Kg2 R1d3 34.Qe2 34.Qa5 should lead to a perpetual: 34...Rxe3 35.Qb6+ Kb4 36.Qa5+ Kb3 37.Qa2+ Kb4 38.Qa5+ 34...Qd4 35.Re5+ Rd5 36.Re4 Rd2 37.Qf3 Qd3 38.Qf4 Kb4! 39.g4 Rd4 40.Rxd4 Qxd4 41.Qf3 Qd5 0–1

Charles Morris – Conor O'Donnell

European Club Cup 2015 Skopje, Board 1 Abergavenny – Gonzaga, 22.10.2015

1.c4 e5 2.g3 Nf6 3.Bg2 c6 4.d4 e4 5.Nc3 d5 6.cxd5 cxd5 7.Nh3 Normal here is Bg5, which Black now stops. 7...h6 8.0–0 Bb4 9.Bf4 Nc6 10.Be5 Bxc3 11.bxc3 0–0 12.Bxf6 Qxf6 13.f3 exf3 This is OK but more challenging is ...e3 either at once or after ...Bxh3. 14.Rxf3 Qd6 15.Qd3 Na5 With hindsight this is perhaps a bit too ambitious - the knight never moves from the edge again. The piece should probably settle for a more modest future on e7 giving the d pawn useful protection. 16.Raf1 Bd7 17.R3f2 Rae8 18.Nf4 Bc6 19.Qf5 g6 20.Qd3 Kg7 21.Qf3 Heading towards Black's king but probably not the best. Fritz wants to play 21.Bxd5 Bxd5 22.Qb5 regaining the piece and the pawn advantage is permanent, though, as in the line in the next note, it is questionable whether White can lift the central blockade. 21...Re4 The computer suggests 21...f5 meeting 22.Nxd5 with Qd7 or Qd8 leaving the N pinned without allowing e4 to release it (22...Rd8 23.e4! fxe4 24.Qf7+! Rxf7 25 Rxf7+ Kh8 26 Nf6 +-).  A similar idea is 21...Nc4 bringing the knight back into play. If then 22.Nxd5 f5 when White can break the pin with 23. Qf4 but after the exchange of queens and bishops his extra pawn is severely blockaded. 22.Qg4! f5 23.Nh5+ Kh7 23...Kg8 is least bad but after 24.Bxe4 fxg4 25.Rxf8+ Qxf8 26.Rxf8+ Kxf8 27.Bxg6 Black is a pawn down in the endgame. 24.Bxe4 dxe4
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24...fxg4 25.Rxf8 dxe4 26.R1f7 mate. White's material advantage now looks likely to be short-lived here. However... 25.Rxf5! Totally decisive: the white knight is immune from capture because of Rf7+ and taking the rook allows Qg7 mate. 25...Rxf5 26.Rxf5 Qe6 27.Nf6+ Kg7 28.Rf4 White is now the exchange and a pawn up and Black decides to end his suffering quickly. 28...Qxa2 29.Qc8 Qa3 30.Qg8 mate.
	WELSH PREMIER LEAGUE by Howard Williams


This year’s event was contested by the same seven teams as the previous year, three based in East Glamorgan, two in West Wales and one each from Gwent and Dyfed.  In its golden age the League had eight teams including a strong one from North Wales but even so the WCPL remains a worthwhile competition. The holders, Abergavenny, were hot favourites from the start and with one round to go had duly registered a clean score, though their course had not been wholly serene. Against Cardiff in Round 3 victory was dependent on winning one game by default when Cardiff’s Board 2 failed to appear.  And against White Knights they had to rise to the challenge of an early setback on Board 1:

Carl Strugnell – Charles Morris
WCPL 2015/16, Rd 5 White Knights – Abergavenny, Bd 1

1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.e5 Nfd7 5.f4 c5 6.Nf3 Nc6 7.Be3 cxd4 8.Nxd4 Bc5 9.Qd2 a6 10.0–0–0 0–0 11.Nb3 Bb4 12.Bd3 f6 13.exf6 Qxf6 14.Rhf1 b6 15.Nd4 Bb7 16.g4 Nc5 17.g5 Qe7 18.Qe2
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Bxc3? (A momentary but fatal lapse; Black must play 18...Nxd3 or Qf7.)19.Bxh7!+  Kh8 20.Bg6 Bxb2+ 21.Kb1 1–0

Going into the last round White Knights remained with a chance of second spot, and the second Welsh place in the European Club Cup, having won their other matches apart from that against Cardigan. In that match White Knights’ three victories on the bottom boards were eventually balanced by Cardigan’s three on the top, including the following game: 
Bill Hewitt – Gerry Heap

WCPL 2015/16. Rd 3 White Knights – Cardigan, Bd 3 

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 c5 3.e3 (Avoiding the Benko) 3...g6 4.Nc3 Bg7 5.Nf3 0–0 6.Be2 cxd4 7.exd4 d5 (Now it’s a kind of Grunfeld) 8.0–0 Nc6 9.h3 dxc4 10.Bxc4 Na5 12.Qe2  12...Rc8 13.Rd1 Nc6  14.Be3 (White has an isolated d pawn and needs active piece play to compensate; better is14.Bc4) 14...Nb4 15.Ng5 Bd5 16.Nxd5 Nfxd5 17.Bc4 Nxe3 18.fxe3 Nd5 21.e4 Qa5 22.d5 White's pawns have become static & he has lost control over the black squares 22...Qb6+  23.Kh1 Rfc8 24.e5 Rc2 25.Qe4 Qf2 26.Nd4 Rxb2–+ 27.Rf1 Qg3 28.Rae1 (28.Qf3 is the only move but after 28....Bxe5 he will be a pawn down for less than nothing in the endgame.) 28...Bxe5! 0–1

By the last round Cardigan had emerged as Abergavenny’s principal rivals, though with the aid of not a little luck.  In particular, with the score level against The Vale at 2-2 in Round 4, Cardigan were a total of three pawns down in endgames in the two remaining encounters but somehow extracted 1½ points from them. Gerry Heap was again involved in the game of the match:

Gerry Heap – Ben Thomas

WCPL 2015/16 Rd 4 Cardigan – The Vale

1.c4 c5 2.Nc3 Nf6 3.g3 Nc6 4.Bg2 e6 5.d3 h6 6.h4 a6 7.Nh3 d5 8.cxd5 exd5 9.Nf4 Be6 10.e4  10...d4 11.Ncd5 Bd6 12.Nxe6 fxe6 13.Nf4 Bxf4 14.Bxf4 e5 (Giving up both bishops for knights is a bold undertaking. But here the position is fairly blocked and White’s natural f4 break may expose his own king as the game illustrates.) 15.Bd2 Qe7 16.Qb3 16...0–0–0 17.Rc1 Kb8 18.Qc4 Nd7 19.f4 (19.Bh3 first is better. Apart from putting pressure on Black’s c5 pawn it is important for White to be able take the N on d7 after a later f4 to prevent it going to e5.) Ka7 (Now 19...exf4 20.gxf4 g5! fighting for the e5 square is best.) 20.Bh3 (Somewhat paradoxically White should probably close the position with 20.f5 to safeguard his king and then prepare the b4 break.) 20...b6 (Simply 20...exf4 is good 21.gxf4 (21.Bxf4 Nde5 with advantage) 21...Qxh4+ 22.Ke2 Qh5+ 23.Kf2 Nde5 24.fxe5 Rhf8+ 25.Kg1 Qg6+ 26.Bg2 b6 27.Rh3 Nxe5–+ - Fritz.) 21.b4 (White should instead have seized the opportunity to exchange queens with 21.Qe6 Qxe6 22.Bxe6 when he may well be able to get his two bishops working.) 21...exf4 22.bxc5 bxc5 (21...Nxc5 is better.)
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23.Bxd7 (23.gxf4 runs into a similar idea: 23... Nde5! 24.fxe5 Nxe5 with a fierce attack.) 23...Ne5 24.Qc2 c4 25.Bh3 (Fritz offers the drawing queen-sacrifice line 25.Bxf4! Nxd3+ 26.Qxd3! cxd3 27.Rc7+ Kb6 28.Rc6+ Ka7 29. Rc7+ etc. Here 28...Kb5 is bad because of 29.a4+ Kxa4 30.Rxa6+ Kb3 31.Rb6+) 25...Nxd3+ 26.Kf1 Qxe4 27.Bg2 (27.Kg1! draws, says Fritz, the key line being 27...f3 28.Qxc4 Nxc1 29.Qxc1 Rhe8 30.Qc7+ Qb7 31.Qxb7+ Kxb7 32.Bg4 Ka7 33.Bxf3 Rb8 34.Kf2 Rb2 35.Rd1 Rxa2=) 27...f3 28.Rh2 fxg2+ 29.Rxg2 Qf3+ 30.Kg1 Nxc1 31.Qxc4 (31.Qxc1 c3) 31...Nd3 32.Ba5 Rd7 33.Qe6 Rb7 0–1

A mind-bending game.

In the last round, Cardigan needed to beat Abergavenny to take the WCPL. And in order to pip Cardigan for second place White Knights needed to score 2½ points more in winning against Cardiff than Cardigan scored in losing to Abergavenny.  This was too tall an order for both chasing teams. Cardigan made a bright start with Gerry Heap’s emphatic win over Frank May and the following game on board one:

Howard Williams – Sven Zeidler

WCPL 2015/16 Rd7 Cardigan – Abergavenny, Bd 1

1.d4 f5 2.g3 Nf6 3.Bg2 g6 4.c4 Bg7 5.Nf3 d6 6.0–0 0–0 7.Nc3 c6 8.Rb1 9.Qb3 Kh8 10.Rd1 Ne4 11.Be3 a4 (A clever idea the essence of which Zeidler had played before for Abergavenny – at the 2015 European Club Cup: Williams who had seen that game being played began to wonder why the idea in the current game looked familiar.) 12.Nxa4 Qa5 13.Nb6 Qxa2 14.Qc2 [(4.Qd3! is better; White now becomes quite tied up in defending his queenside pawns.) 14...Ra6 15.Nxc8 Rxc8 16.Ng5 Nxg5 17.Bxg5 Ra4 18.Rbc1 Rb4 19.Rd2 Re8 20.e4 c5?! (Overplaying his hand: White’s pieces defending the queenside pawns are nearer the central action initiated by this move than Black’s attacking forces. Black should settle for 20...fxe4 21.Qxe4 Na6.) 21.exf5 Bxd4 
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22.Rxd4! cxd4 23.Qe4 Qxb2 24.Bf6+! 24...exf6 25.Qxe8+ Kg7 26.Qe7+ Kh6 27.Qf8+ Kg5 28.h4+ Kg4 29.Re1! (quickest) 29...Qc3 30.Re4+ Kh5 (30...Kxf5 31.g4#) 31.g4+ Kxh4 32.Qh6# 1–0

However, undaunted by these setbacks, Abergavenny rattled off 3½/4 in the remaining games to clinch the match and the title. Here is one of these wins:

Matthew Parry – Rudy van Kemenade

WCPL 2015/16 Rd7 Cardigan – Abergavenny, Bd 4
1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e5 3.dxe5 Ng4 4.a3 a5 5.Nc3 Nc6 6.Nf3 Ncxe5 7.Nxe5 Nxe5 8.Bf4 Ng6 9.Bg3 For the second year running Rudy found himself up against a line prepared by his Abergavenny opponent to deal with his Budapest Defence. The temptation to play something unusual – looking to put a stop to the preparation is hard to resist in these situations but is very often an unwise reaction. 9...Ra6 There is not much wrong with the natural 9...Bc5 10.Nb5 d6 11.e3 Be7  12.c5 Rc6 13.cxd6 (Now Black has a weak pawn to look after though the game is far from over.) cxd6 14.Rc1 (14.Na7! Rb6 15.Nxc8 Qxc8 16.Rc1 Qd7 17.Qd4 Qd8 18.a4 0–0 19.Bb5 Bf6 20.Qd2 Nh4 21.0–0 Nf5 22.b3 Nxg3 23.hxg3 d5 24.Qxa5± is Fritz’s suggestion.) 14...Rxc1 15.Qxc1 0–0 16.Be2 Qb6 17.Qd2 Ne5 (17...Nh4! heading for f5.) 18.Qd4 Qxd4 (18...Qc6!) 19.exd4 Nc6 20.Kd2 Rd8 (Black should have taken advantage of White’s failure to get in d5 last move by playing 20...d5 himself.) 21.d5! Ne5 22.Rc1± Kf8 23.Rc7 f5 24.f3 g5 25.Bf2 Nd7 (A mistake but Black’s position is by now very difficult.) 26.Na7! Nf6 27.Rxc8 Nxd5 28.Rxd8+ Bxd8 29.Nb5 Ke7 30.Bc4 Nf4 31.Bg3 1–0

Meanwhile White Knights were involved in a very tense encounter with Cardiff and eventually went down 2½-3½ with Shayanna Sivarasingam winning the last game to finish against Dave Buttell. White Knights could count themselves unfortunate as Bill Hewitt in time trouble had failed to hunt down David Roberts’ king.

William Hewitt-David Roberts

WCPL Rd7 White Knights - Cardiff Bd 3
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Here Black continued 32...Qc7? (Better is 32...Qf8 since 33.Rd8 in that line allows a perpetual by Black’s rook on the c file. But after 33.Rf1 White would be well on top.) 33.Rd8+! Kf7 34.Qxg7+ (34.Nd6+! Ke7 35.Qg5+ Ke6 36.Re8+ Kxd6 37.Qxe5+ Kd7 38.Qe7#) 34...Ke6 35.Nd4+? (35.Rd6+! Kxf5 36.Qf6+ Ke4 37.Qh4+ Ke3 38.Qg3+ Ke4 39.Qg4+ Ke3 40.Qf3#) 35...exd4 36.Re8+ Kd5 37.Qg8+ Kd6 38.Rd8+? (38.Qf8+ picks up the black queen for rook and minor piece – 38...Kd5 39. Qf5+ Kc4 40.Rc8 38...Ke5 39.Re8+? (39.Qg5+ leads to perpetual.) 39...Kf6 40.Qf8+ Bf7 41.Qh6+ Bg6 42.Qf8+ Kg5 43.h4+ Kg4 44.Re1 Qg3 45.Rf1 Rc2 46.Qf3+ Qxf3 47.gxf3+ Kg3 48.Rd1 d3 0–1

Other games:

Juan Rodriguez – Tim Kett

WCPL Rd 5 East Glam Nomads – Cardiff, Bd. 1

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 a6 4.Ba4 Nf6 5.d3 b5 6.Bb3 Be7 7.0–0 d6 8.c3 0–0 9.Re1 Na5 10.Bc2 c5 11.Nbd2 Re8 12.Nf1 h6 13.Ng3 Bf8 14.h3 g6 15.d4 cxd4 16.cxd4 exd4 17.Nxd4 Bg7 18.b3 Bb7 19.Bb2 h5 20.f3 Rc8 21.Qd2 Nc6 22.Rad1 Ne5 23.Bb1 h4 24.Ngf5! (A fine thematic sacrifice; even if it is not winning with best play it sets Black real problems).
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gxf5 25.Nxf5 Rc5 26.Bd4 Ned7 27.Nxd6 Bc6 28.Nxe8 Qxe8 29.Bxc5 Nxc5 30.Qg5 Ncd7 31.Rd6 Bb7 32.e5 Nd5 33.Bf5 Nf8 34.Qxh4 Bxe5 35.Rd8 Bd4+ 36.Kh2 Be5+ 37.Kh1 1–0

Venetia Sivarajasingam – Martin Jones

WCPL, Rd 2 Cardiff-Cardigan Bd 6

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 e6 3.c4 Nc6 4.Nc3 a6 5.Be2 d6 6.d4 cxd4 7.Nxd4 Nf6 8.0–0 Be7 9.Be3 Bd7 10.Qd2 0–0 11.Rad1 Qc7 12.f3 Rad8 13.Nc2 Ne5 14.b3 Bc6 15.Nd4 Nfd7 16.f4 Ng6 17.Bd3 Nc5!? 18.Bc2 Bf6 19.Nde2 Qa5 (19...b5 or b6 is necessary.) 20.Rb1! (The queen, queen bishop and knight on c5 are all in danger.) 20...Qb4 
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21.a3! Qxa3 22.b4 (Black must lose a piece to save the queen.) 22...Na4 (22...Ba4 23.bxc5 dxc5 24.Qc1 Qxc1 25.Rfxc1+-) 23.Rb3 1–0

Lee Davis – Peter Heaven

WCPL Rd 7 The Vale - East Glam Nomads, Bd 1

1.d4 b6 2.Nf3 Bb7 3.g3 e6 4.Bg2 f5 5.0–0 Nf6 6.c4 Be7 7.Nc3 0–0 8.d5 exd5 9.Nd4 Ne4 10.Nxd5 c6 11.Nxe7+ Qxe7 12.Qc2 c5 13.Nb5 Nc6 14.Bxe4 fxe4 15.Bf4
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Rxf4! 16.gxf4 a6 17.Nc7 Nd4 18.Qd2 Rf8 19.Nd5 Bxd5 20.cxd5 Rxf4 21.Qe3 Qh4 22.Kh1 Nc2 23.Qg3 Nxa1 24.Qxh4 Rxh4 25.Rxa1 Rh5 26.Rd1 Kf7 27.Kg2 Rg5+ 28.Kf1 Rh5 29.Kg2 Rg5+ 30.Kf1 Ke7 31.f3 exf3 32.exf3 Kd6 33.Rd2 Rxd5 34.Rg2 g6 35.Ke2 Re5+ 36.Kd2 Rd5+ 37.Ke2 Ke6 38.Rg4 Rd4 39.Rg2 d5 40.Ke3 Kf5 41.Rc2 Rh4 42.a3 Rh3 43.Rg2 h5 44.b3 g5 45.Ke2 Kf4 46.Rf2 d4 0–1

Many thanks to those who annotated games on the WCPL website and especially Rudy van Kemenade. These notes are reflected above. 

	Team
	P
	W
	L
	D
	MP
	GP

	Abergavenny
	6
	6
	0
	0
	12
	25

	Cardigan
	6
	4
	1
	1
	9
	21.5

	White Knights
	6
	3
	1
	2
	7
	19.5

	Nidum
	6
	2
	1
	3
	5
	18

	Cardiff
	6
	2
	1
	3
	5
	17

	East Glamorgan Nomads
	6
	1
	1
	4
	3
	13.5

	The Vale
	6
	0
	1
	5
	1
	11.5


	WELSH CHAMPIONSHIPS 2016

Report by John Thornton


Olympiad year often produces a strong entry for the Championship with players wanting to make a good last impression on the selectors.  Despite this being such a year, a number of our strongest players chose not to enter and this may have been the first championship with no player holding a current FIDE rating of over 2200.  In fact, the 3 highest rated players Sven Zeidler 2190, Tim Kett 2180 and David Sands 2142 have all been over 2200, and were on paper significantly stronger than the remainder.  Only 8 others were rated over 2000, but the field did include a number of players who had represented Wales as full, ladies’, junior or seniors’ internationals along with many hardened top club players, and there were a number of Olympiad hopefuls competing. The initial entry was 33 but with Paul Hatchett having to withdraw after 2 rounds, we were left with 32 as serious competitors.  Sometimes one of the lower ranked players emerges from the pack as a serious contender, but in terms of results this did not happen this year as the final scores show:

1st - Tim Kett – 6    
2nd – Sven Zeidler - 5.5  

3rd - Juan  Rodriguez, Tom Brown, Peter Ehsandar, David Jameson, Ben Thomas – 4.5 

The impression from this would be that the event was a walkover for Tim, with Sven just a bit behind and no one else in the running.  The reality is that many games were very hard fought, inaccuracies abounding with clearly winning positions disappearing only for the result to sometimes go the opposite way.  Tim and Sven were in reality made to struggle hard throughout to achieve their final placings.

As early as round 2 Tim almost let his chance of the title slip, with a horrendous game against Alex Bullen, where he dropped a piece for 2 pawns and a bit of compensation quite early on, but then played as though the game was already lost, Alex winning in just 23 moves.  Alex had been donated a piece with immediate resignation by David Guy in round 1 in only 11 moves, so may have started thinking that now was his time.  Such thoughts may have seemed even more justified when in round 3, his opponent Ben Thomas failed to play a line giving a huge positional plus (over 1.5 says Houdini) and shortly afterwards went for a sequence ‘winning’ Queen for a Rook and 2 minor pieces.  The debacle was complete when a few moves later he simply left his Queen en prise.  (As another indication of the strange things happening during this event, Ben had earlier beaten Allan Pleasants from an ending where Allan had two Rooks to Ben’s single Rook.)

While Alex  was winning on board 2, Sven was being hung drawn and quartered by Juan Rodriguez on board 1, but as you will see, Juan just seemed not to want to win this game (and as the story will tell) the championship.

Juan Rodriguez (1983) 0-1 Sven Zeidler (2190) Welsh Championship Round 3.1 (26/3/2016)

1. e4 d5 2. exd5 Qxd5 3. Nc3 Qa5 4. g3 Nf6 5. Bg2 Bg4 6. Nge2 Nc6 7. h3 Bd7 8. O-O e5 9. d3 O-O-O 10. Rb1 Bd6 11. a3 Nd4 12. b4 Qb6 13. a4 c6 14. Be3 Nd5 15. Nxd5 cxd5 16. Kh1 (16. Nxd4 exd4 17. a5 Qc7 18. Bxd4 +-) 16... Bxa4 17. Qd2 Qc7 18. Nxd4 exd4 19. Bxd4 Be5 20. Bxe5 Qxe5 21. Ra1 (21. b5! (and Black has no good way to save the Bishop) 21... Bc6 22. Rxa7 Rhe8 23. d4 Qf5?? (23... Qe2! when White is still winning easily, but Black can justifiably play on.) 24. Qc3! Kb8 25. Rfa1 Qxf2  26. Ra8+? (The crowd were expecting 26. b5 Resigns) 26... Kc7 27. Rxd8 Re2!! (suddenly the game is level again) 28. Qf3 Kxd8 29. b5 Bd7 30. Qxd5 Qxg3 31. c4 Ke7 32. Qxb7 Qc3 33. Rf1?! (After another error strewn sequence White can have excellent winning chances with 33. Qa7!) 33... Qxd4 34. Bc6 f6 35. c5 Qd2?? 36. Bf3? (36. Bxd7! Qxd7 others also lose easily 37. c6! when Black can resign) 36... Rh2+ 37. Kg1 Rxh3 38. Qe4+ Be6 39. Bg2 Re3 40. Qb7+ Kf8 41. Qb8+ Kf7 42. Qf4 Qc3 43. c6 Re2 44. Qc7+?! (44.Rf2 should draw) Kg6 45. Rf3?? Qc1+ (engines show that now both Qe1+ and Qd4+ are worth at least 6, so ought to win!) 46. Rf1?? (46. Kh2! Qh6+ 47. Kg1 Qc1+ 48. Kh2 = is a perpetual and White has nothing better.) 46... Qe3+ 47. Kh2? (47. Kh1 Rxg2! 48. Kxg2 Bd5+ leads to mate, but not as quickly as the move Juan plays.) 47... Qh3+ 0-1

In round 4 Sven managed to grind out a win against Alex, while Tim, upfloated to Nigel Saunders, continued his climb back after Nigel dropped a piece.  David Sands seemed to be playing with little confidence, many of his games ending in quite short draws.  In fact he was the only player who completed the tournament unbeaten, but ending well away from the prizes with just 1 win and 6 draws.  In this round he picked a Pawn off Juan Rodriguez, and went to an advantage shown by the engine of over 3.5.  This dwindled rapidly to 0.5, and for one move only, if Juan had seen an intermediate move in a possible capture sequence, he could have won a piece with a clear win.  After various ups and downs in David’s advantage, the game was agreed drawn at move 61 with David 2 Pawns ahead (and the computer happy enough he is winning), but down to just increments and with a slightly shaky King in a position with Q+N+4P v Q+B+2P.    

Round 5 brought together Sven (4) and Tim (3).  The early part of the game saw Sven gaining a distinct advantage into a complex Knight and Bishop of opposite colours ending.  Sven seemed to become very jittery at this stage and chose to exchange a secure passed Pawn on the 6th rank for a less threatening passed Pawn on the 4th to reach a Knight ending with an insecure Knight and a less active King. Tim converted this very competently so that going into round 6 both players were now on 4 points.  They were joined by Tom Brown who had made Alex Bullen suffer his second successive Rook ending defeat.

The result on the top board in round 6 hinged on a re-capture at move 25.  Tom chose to do so with his Rook, dropping a Pawn on d5 that he was ahead, and from there, Sven took control finishing the game in his favour soon afterwards.  Recapturing with the d5 Pawn involved a temporary piece sac, but would have left Tom the one on top.   On board 2, David Jameson tried a line where early on he got R+B+P for Q, but the resulting position was in Tim’s favour and he brought home the full point fairly smoothly.  Juan Rodriguez had a comfortable win against Nigel Saunders to reach 4½.

So to the last act where 3 players could still make it onto the top rung.  Tim (5) was playing Juan (4½) and Sven (5) downfloating to David Sands (3½).  The result of the latter game was rather predictably a draw, with David again choosing not to play on at the end when a Pawn ahead.  Here then is the final crucial game where by winning (and he could so easily have done that), Juan could have got his name onto the William Golding trophy and relegated Tim to 3rd.

Tim Kett (2180) 1-0 Juan Rodriguez (1983) Welsh Championship Round 7.1 (28/3/2016)

1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. Bc4 Bc5 4. b4 Bxb4 5. c3 Ba5 6. d4 exd4 7. O-O Nf6!?  8. e5  (8. Ba3 d6 9. e5 is theory) 8... d5 9. exf6 dxc4 10. cxd4? (10. Re1+ Be6 11. fxg7 Rg8 12. Bg5 Qd5 13. Nbd2 seems to give White enough play for the P(s)) 10... gxf6 ?! (Very enterprising and it succeeds.) (10... Be6 11. fxg7 Rg8 is also good for Black.) 11. d5 Ne5 12. Nxe5 fxe5 13. Bb2?! (13. Qa4+ c6 14. dxc6 bxc6 15. Qxc6+ Bd7 16. Qf3 =) 13... Bd7 14. f4? Typical Tim going for tension and activity (14. Bxe5 is fine to hold the balance.) 14... Rg8 15.Nc3 ?? (15. Bc3) 15... Qh4? (15... Bh3! and White has no good way to avoid losing a lot of material) 16. Qe1 Qh3 17. Qxe5+ Kd8 18. Qe2?? Bg4 too clever (18... Bxc3 is just winning!) 19. Qd2 Bf3 20. Rxf3 Qxf3 21. Re1 (21.Kh1 is better) 21... Qd3? (21... Kd7! The engines say White is losing badly!) 22. Qxd3 cxd3 23. Rd1 Bb6+ 24. Kf1 d2 25. Ne4 Re8 (25... Ba5) Black has drifted over the last few moves and White has now some hopes of saving the game.  26. Bf6+ Kd7 27. Be5 Rxe5 28. fxe5 Bd4 29. Rxd2 Bxe5 30. Nc5+ Ke7 31.Nxb7 Bxh2 32. Re2+ Kf8 (32... Kf6 is better) 33. Kf2 Bd6 34. Nxd6 cxd6 35.Rc2 Rb8 36. Rc6 (White has escaped the worst and should now draw the game) Rb2+ 37. Kf3 Rxa2 38. Rxd6 Ke7 39. Rh6 a5 40. Rxh7 Rd2 41. Ke4 Rxg2 42. Rh8 Rg4+ 43. Kf5 Rb4 44. Ra8 Rb5 45. Ke5 f6+ 46. Kd4 f5 47. Ke5 (If Black sensed the impending danger, he could play Rb6, jettison his Pawns and play it as a Philidor position draw.) f4 48. Ra7+ Kd8?? (48... Kf8! keeping away from mate threats is now the only way to draw.) 49. Ke6! (Tim finishes very accurately) Rb2 50. Ra8+! Kc7 51. d6+! Kc6 52. Rc8+! Kb7 53. d7! Re2+ 54. Kf5 Rd2 55. d8=Q Rxd8 56. Rxd8 Kb6 57. Kxf4 Kc5 58. Ke3 Kc4 59. Kd2 Kb3 60.Kc1 1-0 

An astonishing finish - which many people could scarcely believe, as they saw it happening via the internet - and making Tim sole winner of a rather topsy-turvy championship.

The other champions from within this event were as follows

Ladies Champion: Julie Van Kemenade

U21 and U18 champion: Ben Thomas

U16 Champions: Imogen Camp, Shayanna Sivarajasingam and Venetia Sivarajasingam

For those interested, all games from the Championship can be downloaded from the games section of the WCU website.

The event was hosted by the Park Inn, Llanedeyrn, Cardiff, organised by Kevin Staveley, arbiters Peter Purland, John Thornton and Geoff Gammon, and with live boards organised by Dave Clayton. Our thanks to all these and to the sponsors ChessMaze International.

	European Club Cup 2015


Two teams represented Wales at the European Club Cup in 2015, Abergavenny and Cardigan. Below is a report on the exploits of Cardigan

Cardigan by Howard Williams

The reward, if it can be called that, for finishing first or second in the Welsh Chess Premier League is a chance to represent Wales in the European Club Cup.  As runners-up to Abergavenny in the 2014/15 WCPL the Cardigan team set out on what was for us a second adventure in this awesomely strong event.  40 of the 50 teams had an average rating higher than that of the Welsh national team taking part in the 2016 Olympiad but, whether out of integrity or poverty, we took comfort in the fact we had spurned such scurvy tricks as hiring foreign grandmasters to strengthen our ranks.  So off we set for Skopje in Macedonia where 43 years earlier Iolo Jones and I had taken part in Wales’ first ever Olympiad appearance but to pastures new for Gerry Heap, Rudy van Kemenade, Tony Haigh and John Miller.

Not unexpectedly, the first few rounds went badly for us as we lived down to our seeding (49th from 50). As I was crushed by my young GM opponent in Round 1, I wondered whether his parents had the foresight to name him ‘Tal’ or whether he himself had adopted that name to frighten his opponents.  In Round 2 Iolo touched the wrong bishop when about to launch a devastating counter-attack. Rudy had repeated trouble hanging on to his queen in these opening rounds. And so our misfortunes continued, culminating in a convincing defeat by Abergavenny in round 4, before we managed a win and a draw against local opposition to finish one place above our seeding. We all had discovered at least some comradeship in considerable adversity, and scored at least a point.

Here are two fighting wins and a brevity.

Blagoja Temkov – Gerry Heap 

European Club Cup Skopje 2015, Rd 5 Karpos – Cardigan Bd 3

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 e6 6.g4 h6 7.h4 Nc6 8.g5 hxg5 9.Bxg5 Qb6 10.Ndb5 a6 11.Be3 Qd8 12.Nd4 Bd7 13.Nb3 b5 14.a3 Be7 15.h5 Ne5 16.Be2 Bc6 17.Rg1 Nxe4 18.Nxe4 Bxe4 19.Rxg7 Rc8 20.c3 Bh4 21.Rg1 Nc4 22.Qd4 Nxe3 23.Qxh8+ Ke7 24.Qxd8+ Rxd8 25.Kd2 Bxf2 26.Rg7 Kf6 27.h6 Nf5 28.Rg4 Be3+ 29.Ke1 Bc2 30.Nd4 Nxd4 31.cxd4 Bxh6 32.Rg3 Be4 33.Kf2 Bf4 34.Rh3 Rc8 35.Bd1 Rc4 36.Rh4 Kg5 37.Rh5+ Kg6 38.Rh4 Kf5 39.Rh7 f6 40.Rh5+ Bg5 41.Bb3 Rxd4 42.Rd1 Rxd1 43.Bxd1 Kf4 44.Rh8 e5 45.Rb8 d5 46.Rb6 Bd3 47.Rxa6 Bh4+ 48.Kg1 Ke3 49.a4 Kd2 50.Bh5 e4 51.a5 e3 52.Rc6 Be4 53.Kf1 Bg3 54.Rxf6 Be5 55.Re6 Bxb2 56.a6 Bd4 57.Re7 Bd3+ 58.Kg2 b4 59.a7 Bxa7 60.Rxa7 b3 61.Rb7 Bc4 62.Rb8 e2 63.Bxe2 Kxe2 64.Rd8 Kd2 65.Rf8 b2 66.Rf2+ Kc1 0–1

Hasan Zenuni – Rudy van Kemenade

European Club Cup Skopje 2015, Rd 6 Zeqe Hasaj – Cardigan Bd 4

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e5 3.e3 Nc6 4.d5 Ne7 5.Nf3 d6 6.Be2 g6 7.Nc3 Bg7 8.e4 0–0 9.0–0 h6 10.Be3 Ne8 11.Nd2 f5 12.f4 exf4 13.Bxf4 g5 14.Be3 f4 15.Bf2 Ng6 16.h3 Ne5 17.c5 Qf6 18.Bd4 dxc5 19.Bxc5 Nd6 20.Bd4 Bd7 21.Kh1 Rae8 22.Bh5 Re7 23.Nf3 Ndf7 24.Bxf7+ Qxf7 25.Bc5 Rfe8 26.Bxe7 Qxe7 27.Re1 g4 28.d6 cxd6 29.Nd5 Qd8 30.hxg4 Bxg4 31.Qb3 
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Nxf3! (Calculating that the double check is harmless.) 32.Nf6+ Kh8 33.gxf3 Qxf6 34.fxg4 Qh4+ 35.Kg2 Qxg4+ 36.Kf1 f3 37.Qc2 Bd4 38.Qh2 Re6 39.Rad1 Bb6 40.Rd2 Rg6 41.Rf2 Bxf2 42.Kxf2 Qc8 43.Qf4 Qc2+ 44.Kxf3 Qg2+ 45.Ke3 Rg3+ 46.Kd4 Qxb2+ 0–1

Howard Williams-Charles Morris

European Club Cup Skopje 2015 Rd 4 Cardigan – Abergavenny, Bd 1

1.Nf3 e6 2.c4 c5 3.g3 Nc6 4.Bg2 Nf6 5.0–0 Be7 6.Nc3 d5 7.cxd5 exd5 8.d4 0–0 9.Bg5 c4 10.Ne5 Be6 11.e3 h6 12.Bxf6 Bxf6 13.f4 g6 14.b3 Qa5 15.Qe1 Rfd8 16.Nxc6 bxc6 17.f5! gxf5 18.Ne4! 1–0
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White has won a piece: 18...Qxe1 is met by a series of in-between moves – 19.Nxf6+ Kg7 20.Nh5+ Kg6 21.Nf4+ and only then is the queen recaptured. 17. f5 is a necessary preliminary to 18 Ne4 to make the h5 square available to the knight in the above line. (If after 17 f5 17....Bxf5 then g4 again wins a piece either immediately or after 19.Ne4 Qxe1 20.Nxf6+ Kg7 21.Raxe1 Kxf6).

	WELSH JUNIOR CHAMPIONS


	



	

	Under 18
	Ben Thomas

	Under 16
	Imogen Camp, Shayanna Sivarajasingam 

and Venetia Sivarajasingam

	Under 14
	Ben Chooyin and Shayanna Sivarajasingam

	Under 13
	Daniel Jaberansari, Aishwarya Lutchman Singh, 

Duncan MacDonald and Emily Wang

	Under 12
	David McIntosh and Venetia Sivarajasingam

	Under 11
	Venetia Sivarajasingam

	Under 10
	Hiya Ray

	Under 9
	Ethan Chung

	Under 8
	Tom Davies



	WELSH GIRLS CHAMPIONS 2016


	Under 14 / 12
	Susanna Fraser

	Under 11
	Madeleine Smith

	Under 10
	Hiya Ray

	Under 9
	Xanthe Harris 

	Under 8
	Ashika Shahameeran

	WELSH RAPIDPLAY CHAMPIONSHIPS 2015




1st


Jason Garcia



2nd


Alan Young



3rd


Ben Thomas

	FRANK HATTO MEMORIAL CHAMPIONS 2015


Bob Hurn and Liam Penny

	WELSH RAPIDPLAY MINOR CHAMPIONS 2015


Stephen Bonutto and Ethan Chung

	WELSH BLITZ CHAMPIONSHIP


42 players took part in the first Welsh Blitz Championship at Pencoed Miners Welfare Hall. An enjoyable afternoon of playing speed chess (3 mins plus 2 seconds added per move) with 11 rounds completed in just under 3 hours!

 

The event was won by Grandmaster Matthew Turner, 2nd and Welsh Champion - Bill Hewitt, Joint 3rd  Joe Fathallah, Tim Kett, David Sands and Calum Harris who won the Under 1800 rating prize. The Under 1500 rating prize was won by Russell Dodington with Hugo Fowler winning the Junior prize.

 

	WELSH JUNIOR RAPIDPLAY CHAMPIONS

	Under 18
	Ben Thomas

	Under 16
	Ben Thomas

	Under 14
	Ifan Rathbone-Jones

	Under 12
	Max Lazarus and Neil Stevenson

	Under 10
	Ethan Chung

	Under 8
	Benjamin Jaberansari and Osian Jessop

	
	

	WELSH SCHOOLS CHAMPIONSHIPS


SECONDARY

Howell’s of Cardiff won the Welsh Secondary School Championships, just ahead of Monmouth A. The winning team of Alyssa Wang, Shayanna Sivarajasingam, Neya Govindaraj and Emily Wang scored 11 match points and netted 20 game points. With equal match points, but one less game point were Monmouth A: Nyasha Katsande, Jamie Bell-Thomas, Max Lazarus and Michael Burger. Winners of the two previous years, Bishop of Llandaff, came third with 8 match points.

The six round competition involved seven teams – Howell’s, Bishop of Llandaff, Cathedral, St John’s, and three teams from Monmouth – and was played at St John’s on 28 November.

PRIMARY

For the third year in succession, Howell’s of Cardiff won the Welsh Primary School Championships. In this teams-of-four competition, held at Bishop Hedley High School, Merthyr Tydfil, on Saturday 25 June 2016, Howell’s won all five matches in the top-flight section to net 10 match points. Pushing them closest were The Dell, Chepstow, who lost 1.5 to 2.5 and won their other four matches. Three schools shared third place with 5 match points: The Grange, Cathedral and Sandycroft. Also competing in the top flight were Whitchurch, Ysgol Y Wern and Melin Gruffydd.

20 teams competed in the second division. The Grange’s C team came first with 10 match points. The Grange B and The Dell B both netted 8 points, with the former coming second by securing more game points.
An individual competition involving 23 players ran alongside the team event. Callum Penny from King's Monkton came first with 5/5, Audrey Piquet from Peterson and Will Thompson from Bryn Deri shared second with 4/5, and Isabella Caesar from Howell’s, Ollie Tregear from Peterson and Richard Menzies from Hawthorn shared fourth with 3.5/5

	QUADRANGULAR JUNIOR INTERNATIONAL


At the Quadrangular tournament held in Liverpool on 5-6 December 2015, the Welsh under 12 team put in an incredibly strong performance, taking this title by netting 23.5 points out of a possible 30.

Individual results for this team of ten that played rounds against Scotland, the North of England, and the Midlands,  were: Chirag Guha (2), Ifan Rathbone-Jones (2.5), Anton Petkov (2), Susanna Fraser (3), Duncan MacDonald (2), Caspian Fowler (2.5), Hiya Ray (3), Emily Wang (1.5), Robert Goodwin (2) and David McIntosh (3). 

In this section Scotland came second with 14 points, the North third with 11/5 points and the Midlands fourth with 11 points. 

 

	JUNE JUNIOR MATCHES


Several Welsh junior teams were in action during the weekend 4th-5th June, including a girls under 11 team-of-eight that beat their English counterparts 9.5 – 6.5. The other win, also on Sunday, came from the Under 12s, which beat the South West 15.5 – 8.5. The Under 12s almost pulled off a remarkable victory on Saturday. Trailing 4-8 after round 1, they bounced back to win the second round 7.5 – 4.5.

	CARDIFF SCHOOLS TOURNAMENT


The Dell, Chepstow, retained the teams-of-ten trophy for schools in South Wales and the surrounding area. In this event, held on Tuesday 24 November at Cardiff City stadium, The Dell emerged as convincing winners, winning all its five matches in division one and netting 10 match points.

 
Many of the chasing pack were tied on 7 match points. Using game points to differentiate, The Grange, Monmouth came second, Ysgol-y-Wern third, St John’s Cardiff fourth, and The Grange’s B team fifth.
 
24 teams played in the second division, with Rougement emerging victorious, thanks to five wins. Four teams finished on 8 match points, and determining placings via game points gave Whitchurch second place with third shared between Rhiwbina and Bryn Deri.
	CARDIFF AND THE VALE SCHOOLS CHAMPIONSHIPS 2016


Once again held at Cardiff County Hall, Atlantic Wharf, the event attracted over 200 children. We sincerely thank the large number of people who helped in the organisation of this event and also thank Cardiff City Council and the Rotary Club of Cardiff Bay for their continued and tremendous support of this event. This year’s champions are:

	Open
	Alyssa Wang

	Under 15
	Karanvir Lutchman Singh

	Under 13
	Duncan MacDonald and Anlan Qiu

	Under 11
	Susanna Fraser

	Under 10
	Nayana Kalavala

	Under 9
	Hiya Ray

	Under 8
	Ethan Chung


	WEST WALES JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIPS 2016


We congratulate the winners of this year’s Championships:

	Under 14
	Joseph Cura

	Under 13
	Zac Allen

	Under 12
	Joel Chung

	Under 11
	Rishi Choudhuri

	Under 10
	Daniel Chung

	Under 9
	Alice Potter

	Under 8
	Ben Keinzley


	MERTHYR TYDFIL SCHOOLS CHAMPIONSHIPS


More than 180 children went head to head at the third Schools’ Chess Tournament hosted by the Stephens and George Charitable Trust. Children from seven primary schools took part: Cyfarthfa Park, Gellifaelog, Gwaunfarren, St Mary’s RC, Troedyrhiw, Twynyrodyn and Ysgol y Graig. For the first time there were separate sections for secondary and special schools in which pupils from Cyfarthfa HS, Penydre HS and Greenfield School took part.

Three pupils were presented with prizes for winning all five of their games: Anshul Swamy, a pupil at St Mary’s, Kory Thomas from Gwaunfarren, and Kean Stubbs of Greenfield School. The top ten pupils’ scores from each school were added up to give each school a final score and the results announced by Mayor of Merthyr Tydfil, Councillor Margaret Davies. Awards were presented to Troedyrhiw in third place, St Mary’s RC in second place while the convincing winners were Twynyrodyn. The event was appreciated by all and a full and informative account by Heledd Pritchard may be accessed on Wales Online.

The chess sets and boards, and most important of all, expertise was provided by The Welsh Chess Union.  Six members volunteered to help manage the event, and provide help and guidance.
 
The Chess Initiative in Merthyr Tydfil is organised by The Stephens and George Centenary Charitable Trust and supported by Chess in Schools and Communities, and other funding bodies. 

	WELSH JUNIORS AT THE GIGAFINAL


More than 50 Welsh players headed to Manchester over the week-end 9 and 10 July to compete in the northern giga-final.

 

Two players won their sections and have qualified for the tera-final: Daniel Chung from St Joseph’s scored 6/6 in the under 9 boys, and Imogen Camp from Rydal Penrhos scored 5/6 in a mixed under 15 section.

 

Another six players came second or third in their sections and have qualified for the Challengers section:

 

Isabella Caesar (Under 7 Girls, Howell’s)

Hiya Ray (Under 9 Girls, St John’s, Cardiff)

Rhys Matthews (Under 9 Boys, Ysgol y Wern)

Nayana Kalavala (Under 10 Girls, Howell’s) 

Duncan MacDonald (Under 12 Boys, Whitchurch)

Anlan Qiu (Under 13 Boys, St John’s, Cardiff)

 

In addition, the following 18 players scored 3.5 points or more and qualified for the Plate:

 

Lara Omidvar from Howell’s, who scored 3.5 in the Under 7 Girls

Tom Davies from Melin Gruffydd, who scored 4.5 in the Under 7 Boys

Benjamin Jabaransari from St John’s, Cardiff, who scored 4 in the Under 7 Boys

Llya Taylor from Sandycroft, who scored 4 in the Under 8 Girls

Trisna Griifiths from Rydal Penrhos, who scored 4 in the Under 8 Boys

Lewis Wynn from St Mary’s Chepstow, scored 3.5 in the Under 8 Boys

Sridatta Dantu from St John’s, Cardiff, who scored 3.5 in the Under 8 Boys

Xanthe Harris from Inglefield House, who scored 4 in the Under 9 Girls

Joana Anjos from Inglefield House, who scored 3.5 in the Under 9 Girls

Nye Bradfield from Birchgrove, scored 3.5 in the Under 9 Boys

Oliver Sapsford from The Dell, Chepstow, who scored 3.5 in the Under 9 Boys

Kip Sampson from The Grange, Monmouth, who scored 4 in the Under 9 Boys

Toby Crewe-Read from The Grange, Monmouth, who scored 3.5 in the Under 9 Boys

Bindu Doddi from Howell’s, who scored 4 in the Under 10 Girls

Steffan Griffiths from The Dell, Chepstow, who scored 4 in the Under 10 Boys

Harrison Postans from The Dell, Chepstow, who scored 4 in the Under 10 Boys

Madeleine Smith from The Dell, Chepstow, who scored 4 in the Under 11 Girls

Neil Stevenson from The Dell, Chepstow, who scored 4.5 in the Under 11 Boys

Ifan Rathbone-Jones from Mold & Buckley Chess Club, who scored 4 in the Under 12 Boys

Daniel Jabaransari from St John’s, Cardiff, who scored 3.5 in the Under 13 Boys

	WELSH PLAYERS AT THE BRITISH CHAMPIONSHIPS


A good number of Welsh players participated in this year’s British Chess Championships, held in Bournemouth Pavilion from 23 July until 6 August.

Successes include:
Imogen Camp winning the British Under 16 Champion Girl title and the British Under 15 Champion Girl For these successes, she was awarded the Roy Clues trophy (in both fields she scored 4.5/7, coming 4th in the under 16 section and joint 4th in the under 15s)

Tom Brown and Alexander Freeland coming joint 3rd in the Week One PM Open with 3.5/5

Alex Bullen coming joint 1st in the week two AM open with 4/5 and joint 3rd in the Week One AM Open with 3.5/5, 

Sarah Rowles for coming 3rd in the over 65, under 150 with 3.5/5

Andrew Camp coming joint 3rd in the U120 weekender with 3.5/5

In 2017 the British Championships will be held at Venue Cymru, Llandudno, with a new 10 day format.

	1st SENIORS INVITATIONAL EVENT


Sponsorred by ZPR International this event was held in Cardiff and took the form of an eight player all play all. The final result was

	Rk.
	Name
	FED
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	Pts. 

	1
	Kett Tim 
	WLS
	*
	½
	1
	½
	1
	1
	1
	½
	5.5

	2
	Hatchett Paul 
	WLS
	½
	*
	½
	½
	½
	½
	1
	1
	4.5

	3
	Pleasants Allan J 
	WLS
	0
	½
	*
	½
	½
	1
	½
	1
	4

	4
	Hall Richard V M 
	ENG
	½
	½
	½
	*
	1
	0
	0
	1
	3.5

	5
	Zavanelli Max 
	USA
	0
	½
	½
	0
	*
	½
	1
	1
	3.5

	6
	Heaven Peter 
	WLS
	0
	½
	0
	1
	½
	*
	½
	½
	3

	
	James Dai 
	WLS
	0
	0
	½
	1
	0
	½
	*
	1
	3

	8
	White E Michael 
	WLS
	½
	0
	0
	0
	0
	½
	0
	*
	1


We sincerely thanks ZPR International for their support of this event and look forward to further Senior All Play Alls in the future.

	SOUTH WALES INTERNATIONAL 2016


Held at the Park Inn Hotel, Llanedeyrn, Cardiff in July the event once again attracted a wide range of players from many countries. Final positions are as follows: 

	
	
	Name
	FED
	Rtg
	Pts. 

	1
	GM
	Gretarsson Hjorvar Steinn 
	ISL
	2550
	8

	2
	GM
	Chatalbashev Boris 
	BUL
	2545
	7.5

	
	GM
	Petrov Marian 
	BUL
	2461
	7.5

	4
	GM
	Arkell Keith C 
	ENG
	2455
	7

	
	GM
	Wells Peter K 
	ENG
	2419
	7

	6
	FM
	Nielsen Lars Aaes 
	DEN
	2234
	6.5

	
	
	Byron Alan M 
	ENG
	2136
	6.5


A full report of the event can be found at the tournament’s website

www.southwaleschess.co.uk

	European Seniors Team Championship Halkidiki, Greece April 18th-28th 2016


Both the Wales Over 65s and Over 50s teams arrived safely on 18th April. The venue and accommodation together with the food was outstanding. 

 

The Over 65s competed in a 10 team all-play-all.  The team consisted of Iolo Jones, J Lloyd Powell, John Thornton, Rudy Van Kemenade and Richard Miles.

The Over 50s competed in an 8 team all-play-all. The team consisted of Charles Morris, David James, Peter Bevan and Mark Adams.

65+ Category
	
	Team
	Games
	+
	=
	-
	

	1
	Russia
	9
	9
	0
	0
	18

	2
	Israel
	9
	8
	0
	1
	16

	3
	Switzerland
	9
	6
	0
	3
	12

	4
	Wales
	9
	5
	1
	3
	11

	5
	Scotland A
	9
	4
	1
	4
	9

	6
	Sweden
	9
	2
	2
	5
	6

	7
	Steiermark
	9
	1
	3
	5
	5

	8
	Norway
	9
	1
	3
	5
	5

	9
	Scotland B
	9
	1
	2
	6
	4

	10
	Stiftung BSW / DBAG
	9
	1
	2
	6
	4


50+ Category

	
	Team
	Games
	+
	=
	-
	

	1
	Israel
	7
	7
	0
	0
	14

	2
	Italy
	7
	5
	1
	1
	11

	3
	Heart of Finland
	7
	4
	2
	1
	10

	4
	Russia Women
	7
	3
	2
	2
	8

	5
	Greece
	7
	3
	1
	3
	7

	6
	Wales
	7
	1
	1
	5
	3

	7
	Norway
	7
	1
	0
	6
	2

	8
	Finnish Mates
	7
	0
	1
	6
	1


	CORRESPONDENCE CHESS


Many congratulations to Tony Balshaw on achieving the International Master title at correspondence chess. Tony's medal and certificate will be awarded at the 2016 ICCF Congress in Bremen.

	WELSH SENIORS CHAMPIONSHIP AND SUMMER CONGRESS 


	SENIORS CHAMPIONSHIP
	
	SUMMER CONGRESS

	1st = 
	
	Dai James

Nigel Saunders

Robert Taylor 
	
	OPEN
	1st

2nd=
	Tim Kett

Peter Heaven, 

Tihana Ivekovic, 

Joseph David Turner, 

	MAJOR
	1st

2nd


	Stephen Williams

David Rovaretti


	
	
	3rd=
	Stephen Bonutto.

Mohammed Binesmael.

Raymond Francis, Susanna Fraser


	AUTUMN
	
	WEST WALES

	OPEN
	1st

2nd
	Nigel Ralphs

Walter Braun

Alan Young
	
	OPEN
	1st =
	David R Lewis

Allan Pleasants

Alan Young 

	MAJOR
	1st

2nd

3rd =
	David Rovaretti

P.Ballantyne

Ethan Chung
	
	MAJOR
	1st 

2nd  =
	Daniel Wilmot-Stoyle

Ed Donovan

Neil Stuart

	
	
	Nayana Kalavala
	
	MINOR
	1st =

3rd =
	Ethan Chung

Anthony Tatam

Daniel Chung

Joel Chung

Stephen Clements


	NEW YEAR
	
	DYFED

	OPEN
	1st
2nd =


	Nigel Ralphs

Walter Braun

Tom Brown

Juan Rodriduez
	
	OPEN
	1st 
2nd =


	Iolo Jones

Bill Hewitt

David Jameson

Jane Richmond

Howard Williams

	MAJOR
	1st
2nd
	David Rovaretti

Peter Ballantyne
	
	MAJOR
	1st

2nd =
	Chris Smith

Paul Bevan, 

Scott Hammett

Howard Leah, 

Paul Orton


	COLWYN BAY

	OPEN
	1st

2nd

3rd =
	Richard Dineley

Jonathan Blackburn

Jonathan Wells

David Bennion

Roger De Coverly

	MAJOR
	1st =
	Paul Carlucci

John Cawston

Cliff Rice

	MINOR
	1st = 
	Anton Petkov

Petko Petkov

Helena Oleksy


	LEAGUE TABLES


	
	DYFED

	
	

	1
	Cardigan

	2
	Aberystwyth A

	3
	Aberystwyth B

	4
	Carmarthen

	5
	Haverfordwest A

	6
	Haverfordwest B

	7
	Gwyddbwyll.com


	
	WEST WALES
	
	
	WEST WALES

	
	DIVISION 1
	
	
	DIVISION 2

	1
	White Knights A
	
	1
	BF Bluebell

	2
	Morriston A
	
	2
	White Knights D

	3
	BF Nidum
	
	3
	BF Giants

	4
	White Knights B
	
	4
	UK Merlins

	5
	CN Emperors
	
	5
	White Knights E

	6
	Morriston B
	
	6
	Morriston D

	7
	White Knights C
	
	7
	Morriston E

	8
	BF Brunel
	
	8
	CN Tribunes

	9
	Morriston C
	
	9
	De La Beche B

	10
	De La Beche A
	
	10
	UK Harriers 

	
	
	
	11
	UK Hawks


	
	EAST GLAMORGAN
	
	
	EAST GLAMORGAN

	
	DIVISION 1
	
	
	DIVISION 2

	1
	Cardiff Castles
	
	1
	Nelson Rhinos

	2
	Caerphilly Kings
	
	2
	Pentyrch A

	3
	Cardiff Monarchs
	
	3
	Penarth Pirates

	4
	Barry Bosons
	
	4
	Cardiff Pawns

	5
	Cardiff Bishops
	
	5
	Caerphilly Castles

	6
	North Cardiff Woodpushers
	
	6
	Cardiff AJ’s

	7
	Pontypridd Barbarians
	
	7
	North Cardiff Cheetahs

	8
	Bridgend Central Rockets
	
	8
	Cardiff Dragons

	9
	Barry Camelots
	
	9
	Cardiff Crowns

	10
	St John’s Positrons
	
	10
	Bridgend A


	
	EAST GLAMORGAN
	
	
	EAST GLAMORGAN

	
	DIVISION 3
	
	
	DIVISION 4

	1
	Pentyrch B
	
	1
	Bridgend Central Mallards

	2
	Porthcawl
	
	2
	St John’s Neutrinos

	3
	North Cardiff Titans
	
	3
	Nelson Griffins

	4
	Pontypridd Pheonix
	
	4
	North Cardiff Panthers

	5
	Barry Quarks
	
	5
	Rhondda

	6
	Caerphilly Knights
	
	6
	Bridgend B

	7
	Penarth Piers
	
	7
	Pontypridd Thirds

	8
	Caerphilly Rooks
	
	8
	Barry Gambits

	9
	North Cardiff Ravens
	
	9
	St John’s Leptons

	10
	Cardiff Cavaliers
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


	
	EAST GLAMORGAN

	
	MINOR LEAGUE

	1
	St John’s C

	2
	St John’s B

	3
	North Cardiff 3

	4
	St John’s A

	5
	Cathedral School

	6
	NC2 Ysgol y Wern Knights

	7
	NC1 Melin Gruffydd

	8
	NC4 Ysgol y Wern Bishops

	9
	Cardiff


	
	NEWPORT AND DISTRICT
	
	
	NEWPORT AND DISTRICT

	
	DIVISION 1
	
	
	DIVISION 2

	1
	Newport A
	
	1
	Pontypool B

	2
	Abergavenny B
	
	2
	Newport B

	3
	Abergavenny A
	
	3
	Malpas C

	4
	Pontypool A
	
	4
	Abergavenny D

	5
	Cwmbran Crows
	
	5
	Abergavenny C

	6
	Malpas B
	
	6
	Newport D

	7
	Malpas A
	
	7
	Newport C


	WELSH CHESS UNION CONSTITUTION 


1. TITLE

The organisation shall be called the Welsh Chess Union (hereinafter “the Union”) and its address shall be that of the Executive Director or such other place as the Management Board (hereinafter "the Board") may decide.

2. CONSTITUTION

The Union shall consist of:

i) County Associations or Zones within the geographical area of Wales which have been admitted to the Union;

ii) Clubs within that area which are members of such a County Association or Zone or which have been recognised under Article 4;

iii) Registered members as defined in Article 4;

iv) Honorary members as defined in Article 5;

v) Other Welsh chess organisations approved by the Management Board, subject to ratification at the next AGM.

3. OBJECTS

The objects of the Union shall be to:

i) Promote   ii) Organise   iii) Regulate

the playing of competitive chess throughout Wales.

4. MEMBERSHIP & SUBSCRIPTION

i) Application for admission to the Union by a County Association or Zone shall be made to the Executive Director and such applications shall be accompanied by the names of affiliated clubs and their respective secretaries.

ii) The Board is authorised to accept or reject any such applications, subject to ratification at the next AGM.

iii) Each County or Zone admitted to the Union shall be entitled to elect a delegate to serve on each of the main committees of the Union listed in Article 6(iv) and an honorary Vice-President to the WCU whose sole administrative function within the WCU shall be to sit on the Appeal Committee referred to in 6(vi).

iv) Any club having registered four or more members with the Union through a County Association or Zone shall be recognised by the Union as an affiliated club.

v) Any other club which has four or more of its members registered as members of the Union may apply to the Management Board to be recognised as an affiliated club. 

vi) Any individual registered by an affiliated club, County or Zone shall be recognised as a member of the Union and shall be entitled to vote at General Meetings.  

vii) Membership, carrying the same entitlement to vote, may also be granted to an individual who makes a direct application to the Executive Director or other person designated by the Management Board. 

viii) Officers of the Union and Zone delegates must be registered members of the Union.

ix) Subscriptions payable by registered members, and any other class of membership as may be determined from time to time, shall be decided at a General Meeting of the Union.

x) Affiliated bodies shall be charged in accordance with the number of their members on the last Union membership list.

xi) Dues shall be paid by affiliated bodies to the Union by 30 November each year, in respect of the season commencing on the previous 1 September.

5. HONORARY LIFE MEMBERS

The Union shall have the power, to be exercised at an Annual General Meeting, to elect as an Honorary Life Member any person whose position among chess players or whose services in the interests of the game are such as to entitle him or her to this distinction and who has been approved by the Board for election. An Honorary Member shall be entitled to attend and vote at General Meetings of the Union.

6. OFFICERS & COMMITTEES

i) ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

An Annual General Meeting shall be held each calendar year. At least 56 days prior to the AGM, the Executive Director shall announce the date and venue of the AGM. A notice placed on the Union website shall discharge this responsibility. At least 14 days prior to the AGM, the Executive Director shall put a copy of the agenda on the website and send a copy to officers of the Union, Zone Secretaries and secretaries of affiliated clubs. The business of the AGM shall be:

a) Minutes of the last AGM and any intervening Special General Meeting

b) Annual report of the Executive Director

c) Annual report of the Finance Director, with the presentation of accounts for the financial year ending the previous 31 August, together with the report of the independent accountant

d) Annual reports of Directors

e) Reports called for by the Board

f) Election of: 

· President, Vice-President, Executive Director, Deputy Executive Director, 

· Directors of Finance, Home Chess, International Chess, Junior Chess, Publicity, Development, Ladies Chess and Rating, 

· Chairman of Selectors, Chief Arbiter, FIDE Delegate, Rapidplay Rating Officer and 

· any other officers recommended by the Board

g) Appointment of an Independent Accountant, who shall not be an officer of the Union.

h) The Election of Honorary Members

i) Other business of which due notice shall have been given. Any notice of motion or any other matter for inclusion in the agenda shall be submitted to the Executive Director not later than 28 days prior to the meeting.

Twelve shall be a quorum at an AGM.

ii) SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING

The Executive Director shall call a special General Meeting within twenty-eight days of receipt of a written petition signed by not less than six registered members. At least 14 days prior to the meeting, the Executive Director shall put a copy of the agenda on the website and send a copy to officers of the Union, Zone Secretaries and secretaries of affiliated clubs.

Twelve shall be a quorum at a Special General Meeting.

iii) MANAGEMENT BOARD

The Union shall be governed by a Management Board comprising President, Executive Director, Deputy Executive Director, Finance Director, Director of Rating, the Directors of the main committees listed in Article 6(iv) together with one delegate from each Zone within the Union. It shall meet under the chairmanship of the Executive Director as often as is deemed necessary for the efficient conduct of the Union's affairs but at least twice annually. The Executive Director shall give at least fourteen days notice to Board members. Five shall be a quorum.

iv) COMMITTEES

A: General

The President and Executive Director are ex-officio members of all committees and the committees have the power to co-opt. Such co-opted members shall not have a vote. Main committees shall not take decisions involving the outgoing of Union funds without the prior consent of the Finance Director. Each main committee is responsible for the use of funds raised by itself but must submit accounts to the Finance Director on request.

B: Main Committees

a) The Home Chess Committee shall comprise the Director of Home Chess, one delegate from each zone and a delegate nominated by the Welsh Ladies Committee.

b) The International Chess Committee shall comprise the Director of International Chess, one delegate from each zone and a delegate nominated by the Welsh Ladies Committee.

c) The Junior Committee shall comprise the Director of Junior Chess, one delegate from each zone and a delegate nominated by the Welsh Ladies Committee.

d) The Publicity Committee shall comprise the Director of Publicity, one delegate from each zone and a delegate nominated by the Welsh Ladies Committee.

e) The Development Committee shall comprise the Director of Development, one delegate from each zone and a delegate nominated by the Welsh Ladies Committee.

f) The Welsh Ladies Committee shall comprise the Director of Ladies Chess plus one delegate from each zone.

The Main Committees of the WCU shall meet at least once annually which may be by formal electronic means and reported to Management Board meeting. 

C: Other Committees

a) Selection Committee

The selection of individuals or teams to represent the Union in international tournaments or matches, excluding events within the responsibility of the Junior Selection Committee, shall be decided by a committee comprising: 

· the Chairman of Selectors, 

· the International Director,  

· an elected representative from each zone, and 

· the Director of Rating.

b) Junior Selection Committee

The members of the Junior Selection Committee shall be the elected members of the Junior Committee and a quorum shall be three. The Junior Selection Committee shall be responsible for selection to represent Wales for all junior events. 

v) POWERS OF THE BOARD

a) The Board shall have the power to fill an office made vacant by resignation or any other cause and a person so appointed shall serve until the next Annual General Meeting.

b) The Board shall have the power to legislate for any eventuality not provided for in its constitution and its power shall be binding subject to the pending ratification by a General Meeting.

c) The Board shall have the power to inquire into and take disciplinary action in respect of the following offences:

1) Non-payment of subscriptions

2) Illegal activities involving the affairs of the Union

3) Conduct of any member, club, County or Zone calculated to bring the Union into disrepute

4) Illegal conduct 

5) Failure to comply with the laws of chess and/or the rules governing play at any international or home competition, congress or tournament involving the Union except that where the rules of the competition concerned provide for an Appeals Committee to decide the matter, or for the decision of the Controller of the competition to be final, the Management Board shall not consider the matter.

Every inquiry held by, or on behalf of, the Union concerning the conduct of any individual, club, County or Zone shall be conducted in accordance with the principles of natural justice and, in particular, the individual shall have the right to be present, or the club, County or Zone the right to be represented, throughout the inquiry and to furnish evidence.

The Board may after inquiry take whatever action it sees fit.  Such action may include suspension or expulsion of any member, club, County or Zone whom they consider guilty of each, or any, of the offences above.

vi) RIGHT OF APPEAL

The decisions of the Board shall be forwarded by the Executive Director to all parties concerned who shall have the right to appeal against an adverse decision. The appeal must be lodged with the Executive Director within twenty-one days of the Board's decision and such appeal shall state the grounds on which it is made. The appeal shall be considered by the President and the elected Zonal Vice-Presidents to the Union in accordance with the same principles as Management Board enquiries under paragraph (v) above. The decision of the Management Board may only be overturned if it is considered to be one which no reasonable person could reach.  The decision of the appellate body shall be final.

Neither the President nor any Vice-President shall take part in consideration of an appeal if that person took part in the deliberations leading to the decision of the Board which is the subject of the appeal.

7. LAWS OF THE GAME

Except as otherwise provided by the rules of the event in question the FIDE laws of chess shall be binding on all members, affiliated clubs, Counties and Zones.

8. COMPETITIONS

a) The controller of the Welsh Championship and Welsh Open Congress shall be approved by the Chief Arbiter.

b) The following competitions are deemed to be closed:

i) The Welsh Championship

ii) The Welsh Ladies Championship

iii) The Welsh Rapid Play Championship

iv) All Welsh Junior Championships designated closed by the Junior Committee.

c) The Selection Committee shall exclude from consideration for international events those players who have not actively associated themselves with Welsh Chess.

9. QUALIFICATION RULES

i) Closed Championships

The qualification for a person to take part in a closed Championship organized by the WCU, subject to any specific rules laid down by the Organizing Committee, is one or more of the following:

a) Birth in Wales

b) Child of a person who was born in Wales

c) Spouse or civil partner of a person who was born in Wales

d) For the Welsh Championship (Henry Golding Trophy) and the Welsh Ladies Championship, any previous winner of the corresponding event.

(dd) Ten years consecutive residence in Wales at any time prior to the event in question.

e) Residence in Wales for at least two years immediately before the event in question.

f) Competing in the equivalent Championship in at least one of the previous three years. 

In addition at the time of entry to a closed championship a player must be a registered member of the WCU and registered as a Welsh player by FIDE. 

ii) Internal Junior Events

a) In order to take part in a closed championship, a player must be under the relevant age for that event.
 

b) A player must be qualified to take part either 

(i) by virtue of at least one of the clauses in 9(i) above; or

(ii) throughout the period of six months immediately before the event in question

· by virtue of attendance as a student at a school or establishment of further or higher education in Wales; or

· by virtue of residence in Wales.

c) Subject to paragraph (a) above, a player who has represented the Union in any junior international event remains qualified to take part in junior closed championships.

d) The requirement for all players to be registered members of the WCU may be waived in junior events at the discretion of the junior committee.

iii) International Representation

The qualification for a person to represent Wales in either team or individual events organised under the auspices of FIDE is one or more of the following:

a) Birth in Wales

b) Child of a person who was born in Wales

c) Spouse of a person who was born in Wales, provided that the spouse possesses a British passport.

(cc) ten years' consecutive residence in Wales at any time prior to the selection meeting for the event

d) Residence in Wales throughout the three years ending immediately prior to the selection meeting for the event. The period of qualification begins from the occasion that a home address in Wales is supplied at the time of a registration in the WCU or an affiliated club or zone.

e) This period of residence and registration shall be reduced to any period of at least two years before they can represent Wales, for any player who has neither represented another country in a FIDE event including continental, individual and team events, nor has held a FIDE rating with another country in any of the five years prior to the date of first registration with the WCU.

f) Players who are up to and under the age of 18 years prior to the date of first registration with the WCU shall have their period of registration and residence reduced to one year before they can represent Wales.

g) To represent the Union in a junior international event organised under the auspices of FIDE a player must either be one

(i) who would be qualified to take part in a junior event which is a closed championship, were it held at the same time, by virtue of 9(ii)(b) above; or

(ii) who has represented the Union in a previous junior international event held under the auspices of FIDE.

‘All persons (adults and juniors) in order to play for Wales at an International Event must be registered members of the Welsh Chess Union at the time of selection’

NON FIDE EVENTS

The qualification for a player to represent Wales in events organised outside FIDE auspices is registration with the WCU at the time that the selection is made.

JUNIOR EVENTS

A junior event is one from which are excluded all players 20 years of age or over on 1 January in the year in which the event begins.

10. ALTERATIONS TO THE CONSTITUTION

No alteration of, or addition to, the Constitution and Rules of the Union except for consequential re-numbering, shall be made except at the AGM or a Special General Meeting.

The Executive Director shall receive in writing by the 10th of the month immediately prior to the published date of the AGM, the full proposed alteration or addition which shall be stated in the notice of business for the meeting and such proposal shall be voted on without amendment thereto.

11. USE OF E-MAIL

Any right or duty to notify a matter under the constitution may be exercised or, as the case may be, discharged by sending the notification by electronic mail to the last known e-mail address of the recipient. A paper version of the communication shall be sent to such a recipient if he or she requests it.
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